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The Stone W orshippers. 


By the Editor. 


(- \ ATE has ordained that naticns like men should die. 
«4c¢) A family name lives through generations, so in like 
-}.’ manner nations inheriting similar qualities rise up and 

succeed each other. In no surer way can these similarities 

be determined, than by a study of the leading symbols of 
their religious faith. 

Throughout Europe at one age of the world, a worship of 
large round stones and in other forms was the prevailing faith. 

That this same idea can be seen in our State is the purpose 


. of this paper to show. 


This is one form of Druid worship, which worship, is but 
one form of adoration of the Sun and other features of nature. 
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To call it “ Nature wey is.a happy and terse way of 
speaking it. 

It would be well, as ideo appropriate to state I rie ly h« e 
the leading symbols of the faith of these people. lf tle Bibl. 
is once read carefully, having in view the references to Druid 
worship, it will be supprising how much can be noted. So’ 
much will be found, that to say, that the Bible contains no 
new thought on religions subjects that was not before known 
is a position once taken cannot be disproven. If it is adimit- 
- ted, and admitted it must be by every one who loves truth, it 
does not in the least lower the standard of the book, but shows 
_ that the writers of the work preserved what they considered 

the purest and best of the prevailing tenets of religious 
philosophy. 

To cite a few examples will make clear this fact and to 
commence we will take the Trinity or the Great Three. The 
nature worshippers had the same idea in dhe Sun, Earth and 
Life. The Sun as the source of life and without which we 
could not live; the Earth, a mother ever fruitful and yet a 
virgin; life as the son of these two. Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost; three in one and one in three, looks confused, while 
Sun, Earth and Life, or Spint; Three, yet one, as belonging 
to nature is plain. ‘ 

There is no philosopher today living that will admit; blot 
the Sun out of existence that the earth could still continue 
its life under its present conditions. If ‘the Sun failed us, 
then disaster is sure. Can this fact be disputed ? 

Then it seems to us that the Sun ought to be remembered 
nd looked upon with reverence, and the Earth for what she 
ministers to our wants. To pay then adoration to the Sun 
and Earth is vight and just, and it adds no sarcasm when 
hese worshippers remembered the Moon as the Suis wife, and 
thi.t she smiled when the Sun looked upon her— 
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Tt has often seemed to us, when we have heard the birds 
sing in the morning that they were worshipping the return 
of the Sun, and that others when they sang at night were 
paying adoration to the moon and stars. Frogs when they 
first appear in the spring show a spirit of adoration, and 
again, in autumn when they return to their winter quarters. 
The insects and the animals show a spirit of devotion and 
many of these are remarkable for their fervency and soul 
thrilling eloquence. 

Reasoning from this point of. view, it will be seen how close 
the carly man on this planet kept to these symbols of nature 
abéut him. As he became wiger he placed, more adoration 
on the Sun as the souree of life. 

From these suhple beginnings worship continued to grow 
aud take on new features with the growth of nations, until 
we see the matter as it is on the earth today. 

To go back again. It was seen the Sun was the source of 
life. Life having an individual beginning, the question was 
how long did it last? Did it reach beyond the grave? It 
was early noted that man had power to reproduce himself, 
which reproduction transmitted the same power to the next 
in succession. The same power is just as clearly shown in 
the vegetable and lower animal kingdoms. 

No man can tell how long the Tiger has been on earth or 
how long he will remain; neither can he the whale. How 


long t'e P'ne tree, the Uilly and the Violet; and how long 
they will be here ? 


‘l'o express this thought of lifes continuity we have a word 
<* Tnmortal,’ which is popularly understood to mean life 
without an end. 

When man assumes that he, individually himself, and each 
of his kindred is possessed of such a power, he assumes a 
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cleat amount of vanity; but many have believed it so long 
that it is now generally excepted as a fact, A few however. 
humble themselves so far as to believe that their life is all 
cnded at death, 

At what period in the worlds history this idea of persona’ 
immortality was born there is no present means of determin- 
ing. 

To sum up the whole, the old Greek phiiosopher put it 
very tersely in two words. Whence; Where. To ov wer 
ths query, the whole idca of 1’gicus philescphy is pled_ ed. 

Before we enter on the symbolism of this ic... worshiy 
we will speak of one thing more, Good and Evil. These two 
words convey the whole. God and Devil, are not more ap- 
propriate than the words first given. As man rose ‘n—ntel- 
ligence, lie had new ideas aid he divided the two influences 
into subdivisions. A geod spirit that presuled over the hunt 
and an evil one. The same over fishing, over pleasure, over 
swimming, gver the household, over the food, over the tent, 
and so on to unknown limits. These were ranked. Those 
spirits that presided over the most important affairs of life 
were given higher honor and paid a higher adoration, than 
these that presided over those of less importance. Above 
all of these come the Great Three; Sun, Earth and Life. 
What is now called the Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost, come 
cut of that power cxhibited in animals of animation or Life. 

It is very interesting to study these symbols. While the 
people of teday weuld leok with disfavor upon this form of 
worship, and our pious men would term it | eathen, and would 
ache to get the law to interfere, besides making it as unpleas- 
ant as possible for the worshippers themselves; yet to the real 
scholar it presents a deep and interesting study. 


The Priests of one form of religious wership ave always 


viry calcus and vencn ous, besides being persecuting towards 
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évery other form or system. Every form of worship but 
their own are termed “ heathen, pagan,” or some other word 
of contem:t. So far has this been carried, that each band 
of religionists followmg the lead of their priest echo the same 
cry, and many carry the thing so far as not to listen to any- 
thing that might be said in favor of other faiths. This is 
wrong, decidedly wrong, and shows utter selfishness on the 
pert of the priest, with not a grain of charity mixed therewith. 

To our mind, all forms of faith have good properties in 
them. The priest is the teacher, the elevator, the scholar, 
the leader of good, the one whose duty is to make his people 
better, happ'ar, and this earths surroundings more lovly. — It 
is his province to comfort, to cheer, to bless. In_ brief, to 
‘aise his people in every way possible morally and socially. 
This is the true priestly office placed as it may be among the 
most civilized and enlightened, or the most savage and igno- 
‘ant nations of the earth. 

The interesting part of the study is to become acquainted 
with the symbolization of their ideas of right and wrong, and 
the means taken to illustrate them. Stated ina different 
form; the object sought is the greatest good of the people and 
presented for that object in the most impressive and solemn 
manner possible, in order that the lesson might be heeded 
and obeyed. 

The great question of faith or of religious teachings is of 
a two fold nature. What have we received from the powers 
of nature, and what do we owe to them? We have received 
everything that we have. It now follows, having received so 
much, we should have a rule of conduct that will enable us 
to make use of what has been given, in such a way that we 
can get all the possible good and enjoyment, and as little of 
the evil and unpleasantness. 
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This was all the most ancient people sought for and it is , 
all we can hope to accomplish now. The Fowers of Nature 
having made no two men alike, having gaged each brain to a 
different standard, having made nations still more widely 
different than the individuals of the nation, havin ; ; laced an 
earthly surrounding #s radically different: in’ short, having; 
made diversification the rule of creation, it must follow as a 
logical result that the outcome from such a state of affairs - 
must still be diversity. Such being the fact, it is simply 
‘ideality to think that all mankind can ever be brought to 
believe one common faith and use one common symbolizat:on 
of them. While the great object in view is the same, still a 
different way of arriving at the great conclusion will continue 
to exist. on earth, until nature changes utterly her present 
plan of creation. . 

It is true-this idea of proselytism has ever been an impor- 
tant factor with all faiths, and came out of the vain idea of 
theirs being the only true faith. It is true that the stronger 
a certain faith becomes the more enthusiasm was shown and 
as the opposition arose, the more deadly became the conflict. 
When words and perswasion became inopperative, then there 
was no hesitation im resorting to blows and even to the most 
cruel forms of torment, and if these means failed, then the 
finale command of “ Believe or Die.” 


This has been a great historical fact and it is also seen that 
now the problem is no nearer: solution than ever; but only 
proves the superiority of the powers of nature over that of 
man. 


One of the grandest feature of our day is that we can ad- 
mire and speak of other faiths and can compare them with 
our own, witheut being subjected to the interference of the 
priest or of persecution by rezson of such an expression of 
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opinion. To be brief, we can be like the poet Pope, who saw 
“ Good in everything.” 
This is as it should be, for when a person can once get into 


this mood, then he is a true scholar, for here is the beginning 
of true wisdom. 


As we have travelled over our State, we have observed with 
keen interest its peculiar topography. Before we had read 
up en the subject of pre-historic Rhode Island, or more pro- 
perly speaking, New England, we had doubted if nature 
altogether was responsible for some things here brought to 
our view. A system of comparasion only deepened instead | 
of removing doubt. This subject should be looked into and 
while regretting not having fuller knowledge shall try in our 
own way to teach the little we know. 

The Druids of the British Isles were once very powerful 
and the spiritual law-givers of their faith to Europe and 
probably to other portions of the world. 

In the early annals of these people, there is mention made 
of Colonies far to the west and across the great water. An 
Trish historian, a few years since wrote a book in which he 
thought he had a strong case proving that the ancient people 
of Ireland discovered America in the Sixth century. The 
Druids of Wales claim that their faith prevailed at one time | 
extensively in the West. 

A comparasion of those illustrations of the remains of the 
Druid Temples with those of our own, cannot fail to interest. 
The Wolf Rocks of Exeter are cited as a case. It has been 
pronounced a glacial drift, but if it was, then the glacier 
was a good wall layer and left man nothing to in order to 
adopt it to his own uses. 

There are several places in Rhode Island whare a great 
round boulder can be found poised on the flat surface of a 
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‘arger rock, and so round and even that it is movable. If 
‘here was only one, or they were scattered without regard to 
order; then the glacial period and work would be applicable, 
but the order manifested in their arrangement prove that th» 
hand of man is also here. Admitting the idea that a glacier 
brought down the boulder from some mountain peak and 
dropped it to be a fact, yet this remains patent, that man 
could have taken that stone from its place of deposit and 
mounted it in’ the place where we now find it, and no doubt 
this was the true state of affairs. 
We have spoken of an order or arrangement. We mean 
this. The Druids were Sun Worshippers and paid adoration 
also to the Moon. and Stars, Mother Earth, the Great Water 
or ocean, and other prominent natural features. While’ this 

_ worship in the main were identical, yet there were variations 
made to suit the popular ideas of the different races where it 
was reverenced. The faith here in Narragansett had a mix- 
ture of Indian ideas, 

In Druid Worship there should he two reund boulders 
and one much larger than the other. Both should be poised 
ona flat surface and nota great distance apart. The larger 
one represents the Sun, the smaller one the Moon. They 
should be so placed as to have a grand unbroken view east- 
‘ward. In South Kingstown we know of tliree, while Char- 
lestown can boast of several. Exeter, Smithfield, Cranston, 
Jdohntson and other towns of the State have excmples. So 
far as we -have yet examined. each one of these round and 
well poised boulders have the grand eastward view. . This 
uniformity to our mind is conclusive that man placed these 
boulders in this position for a purpose. 

These, representing the Sun and Moon became an altar or 
sacred place when once placed in position.—As we have stood 
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by these emblems of pre-historic times, and. have reviewed the 
form of worship once here offered up in honor of the Unseen 
Powers, there has come over us an influence which seemed 

. Jike a benediction. We could not but feel and realize that 
the congregation and the priest, that once assembled here 
and offered up their devotion were as earnest, as faithful, as 
devout, as humble, as sincere in that worship; as those that 
now gather beneath the roof of the church building whose 
spire we can see in the distance pointing its solitary finger 
heavenward. 

The Indian system of worship was prolific in Ba, and — 
military movements. Some of these were of a very severe 
character and broke down many of the most robust members 
of the tribe. So severe that it was really a test of endurence 
and he that could get through it with success was accorded 
h ncr and position in the tribe. 

The eastern Druid had not such severe tests of endurence 
as our Druids of the west, yet even these were severe. Both 
had marches and some extended miles. The Roman Catholie 
Church of today have the march to Calvary, which is nothing 
but an abridgement from the Druid march of adoration in 
honor of the Sun. 

Tt will be observed that these boulders are so placed that 
they will admit of a-‘march about and around them. Some 
of these have a prompter stone or one when agitated will 
produce a sound so distinct and sharp, as to be heard for a ‘ 
distance around it. This is a distinct featnre of Druid Wor- 
ship and was practiced to its fullest extent in the days of its 
supremacy. . 

There are two Rocks familiar to Rhode Island scholars, 
that were much nsed as objects of heraldry and reverenced 


by the Indians. The Rolling Rock near Wickford, and the 
Drumming Rock at Apponaug. 
2 
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That the Indians gathered here and |.ell councils an! 
used tliese stones in calling attention or in making proclama- 
tions has been recorded in our annals. If no other proof 
could be found, here is one thing positive that shows our 
Indians used stones in their form of worship. 


The worship here practiced as has before been said, was a 
Druidism with Indian mixtures. The Indians had a tradition 
of the Great Landing Place in the East. This can have but - 
one meaning and that is, that a voyager like Columbus, land- 
ed at this place and like him established a communication 


between distinct races of men; that this was so successful as 
to convert the Indians to a new faith, and that feeling to 
have been blessed by this occurrence have ventured to com- 
memorate it by paying adoration to the place where the first 
conqueror landed. | 

There is a beautiful church erected on the banks of the 
St. Lawrence, but there is no village about it and therefore, 
seems at first to have been erected without a purpose, yet it 
h2s an historical importance that 1s reverenced by the wor- 
shippers who gather there. Here, it is claimed, was said the_ 
First Mass ever spoken by a European on Canadian soil, 
This is a beautiful simile that runs parallel with the Great 
Landing Place of the Indians, which no doubt, started from 
a similar occurrence further back in the centuries. 

It might seem a singular statement to many to say, that a 
religious pilgrimage could be started at a given shrine and a 
march inaugurated from thcre so as_ to ine!ude every a!tar-in 
our State or its vicinity, yet this was a fact. It was a march 
cat tested endurence and one that caused the death of thou- 
:.nds ina more or less direct manner. Some might think 

day, that others have too much religion on the mind and 
s, much as to unbalance it, yet our most zealous brothers 
hive it tame when compared with these tes s of In lia: t aes. 
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Tn this we see the parallel in those old Greek Marches and 
those extreme tests of endurence then practiced. 

It is a historica)] fact that a religious faith will be green 
and flourishing in one place, when that same faith had died 
out in the place of its origin. Examples of this are so nu- 
merous that to state it, is to prove it. 

There has been much written about the barbarities of sav- 
age worship. The more severe the ordial, the greater the 
proof of devotion, and this proves more to the credit of the 
Indian then it takes away, for it shows how inténsely earnest 
lre was in his faith and how firmly he held to it. Every 
sacrifice he made had an object for it, every march, every 
test of endurence, every demand required of him. He was 
taught to believe it was his only safty with the powers. and 
his zeal in carrying these things out show, he had not only 
learned. his lesson, but he believed it too. 

We have given quite a space to the marches because that 
was an important feature in their worship. The next form 
3s historical. Each tribe had its historian and rehearsals were 
frequent so as‘to memorize the principle events in the history 
of the nation. This form of oral history is Druid’ decidedly. 

It is said that among the Welch Druids today, there are 
portions of their creed that have never been written, but have 
heen handed. down orally for untold ages. The same is true 
of the Arabians and other eastern nations today. 

The art of memorizing with our Indians will now he noted 
was carried to extremes and the clearness with which messeges 
could be repeated was wonderful. This shows another strik- 
ing parallel with Druidism. 

“At suitable times the historian would address his people 
and this formed yfart of their system of worship. 











THE NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


*e want now to take up the soapstone question. The 
soapstone ledge in the town of Johnston is truly a great fiel:l 
of study to one who can understand the key given. 

It will be observed that on these rocks are round e rele; 
and long angular lines turning in various directions. Ii is a 
common o; inion that these basins were the commencenen‘ 
of a soapstone kettle and that when once completed was 
breken out from the ledge. A moments thought will shatter 
such an idea. Dig'a hole in a large rock and how much labor 
will it require to detatch it? Far more than the Indian wont! | 
care to expend upon it., If he used the large chisels, gau s 
aid stone levers the remains of which lie about here, 1t was 
t» get clear a part of che ledge and then when once broken 
off could be suited to their purposes afterwards. ~~~ 

As this rock is plenty in this vicinity, and as it is a kind of 
rock held in much esteem by them, it strikes us that ths. 
symbols are far more likely to be those representing the his- 
tory of the tribe. Dighton Rock is pronounced by Scho :- 
craft to be an Indian tablet, and no doubt this is another of 
a similar character. These characters when examined by 
other figures as illustrated by him and other writers com are 
ina very stniking manner. We also understand that the 
towns of Tiverton and Little Compton have several: ro ks 
beming characters of this nature, but which we have not ;et 
s2en, 

Again there are stencs in our State that have resemble ce 
to mens faces and forms, to fishes, birds and animals. A 
jaz: Of men subsisting on. the hunt for the existence of life, 
wiu'd make the hunt and its results a part of their worsh ». 
F om those sources which contribute the most good and thse 
tut contributed ‘the most evil would alike have attention 
valid them. The fewer ideas the race hid, the simpler wou'd 
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be the worship. As intelligence rose the forms of worship 
would im like manner hecame more elaborate. . 

When the Indian form of worship that existed here in our 
State at the time of the Pilgrims is studied closely, it shows 
that the Indian had but a few ideas at first, and as he exten- 
ded his domains, he appropriated to himself the religious 
symbo'ization of those he conquered and, so he came down 
to the time of the earliest English settlement here with both 
Druid and Atlantian symbols. In brief, he had blended the 
northern and the southern symbolization of faith. 

To assume as many do, that ‘Columbus was the first to 
discover the western shores, or even go so far as to say the 
Norsemen, Irish, or the Druids did so and then stop, is even 
narrow to oar view and is proven by the Pacific Coast races 
who have shown evidences that they had come from further 
west and from across the wide water. Even these people- 
admit they found man here of a race of whom their historian 
could give no account. 

The question arises, where did these men come from? 
This very question the adventnrer asked. When it was 
learned that he had even found a powerful race before him, 
and even the conquered had in turn met man, then begins to 
dawn on our comprehension the antiquity of man on this 
planet. 

This is positive proof that nations like men have their 
infancy, youth, manhood, old age and death. That religious 
forms extend from uation to nation uwadergoing like changes, 
A liungry nation always zats up a wel] fed one, so a form of 
worship under like circumstances destroys one that has become 
satisfied that there is nothing more to learn in way of relig- 
ious philosophy. ‘The Roman Catholic faith will never con. 
quer Protestantism, but both will undergo changes until the 
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former will die out entirely. Faiths may have its ups and 
downs like the waves of the sea. but this does not alter the 
fact the faith had a beginning, and therefore, must have an 
end. The faith may move storm like from one nation to 
another, but the end at length will be found. 

It is a matter of regret that our anecstors dil not record 
more about the Indians than they did, for now it would be 
appreciated. It is fortunate however, that even a part has- 
been preserved, and that keys are found by which a great 
amount of invaluable information can be laid open to our view. 

It must be an intensely selfish nature that cannot be made 
interested in such themes as we are how discussing. Does it 
ever occur to such natuics, that itis vever the sclfish thet 
the pen of the historian has recorded. The hereawho died 
for man, the philesopher who labored for good, the statesman 
who made strong his nation, the warrior who lead to victory, 
are the names that lead the roll of faue. 


Pedigree of Arnold. — Tn the Ninth Century, “ Arnold,” 
was the Emperor of Germany, Saxon and Wales. Lewis, the 
son of Arnold, the lat cf the “Charlemange’s,” was chosen 
“ Emperor,” after the death of his father. 

In the Eleventh Century, the Saxon and Wales Nobles, 

- with the descendants of the Ancient Britons, was subdi el by 
Wilham, the “Conquerer,” and Annexed to the Crown of 
Kneland. 

‘The Feudal Laws was then introduced dividing the King- 
dom into Barons, (Saxon name Theyne); to his Norman soldiers 

The records are now in the English Exchequer, f:0n which 
this is copied. In which reference is also made to the will of 
Thomas Arnold dated Aug. 18, 1645. 

The motto on the ancient Coat of Arms of this family reads, 
“ Mili Gloria Cessum,” Glory yielded to me. Sussum is the 
supine of two Latin verbs, cdo sessum; yielded, granted, 
ceded cr awarded. “To me glory yielded,” surrendered. 

















THE RICHMOND TOWN RECORDS. 
1747 to 1850. 
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t MARRIAGES. 
t 
ad Palmer Eliza, and Matthew Newton, Apr. 12, 1840. 
n Parker Hannah, and Edward Laikin, Sept. 14, 1764. 
y Patterson Amos, of Westerly, and Eunice Hall of Richmond, 
m. by Sylvester Kenyon, Justice, Dec. 28, 1756, 
Pearce Nelson M. and Lydia P. Burdick; m. by Elder C. C. 
1” _ Lewis, Sept. 13, 1847. 
“o “ Martha M. and James Woodmansee, Oct. 27, 1849. 
sen Peckham George 8S. of Charlestown, and Hannah E. C. Ken- 
yon, of Richmond; m. by Matthew B. Potter, 
les, Justice, Jan. 13, 1840, 
| by Pendleton Zebulon, of Westerly, son of Amos; and Thankful 
.< Wells, of Richmond, dan. of Joseph, of Hopkin. 
ing- ton; m. by John Pendleton, Justice, Oct. 15, 
dieis 1780. 
hich Perrin William, and Frances E. Clarke; m. by Elder C. C. 
ill of Lewis, Dec. 4, 1847. 
ads Perry Hannah, and Joseph Clarke, Jr., Dec. 26, 1746. 
then “Samuel, Jr., and Anne Clarke. of Joseph, both of 
united, 





Charlestown; m. by Joseph Clarke, Justice, Dec. 
26, 1746. 
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Perry Simeen, of Charlestown, and Penelope Kenyon, of 
iehmond: dau. of John, Jr.5 im. by Jolin Wels 
ster, Justice, Apr. 13, 1749. 
«“ Benjamin, and Alice Sewell; m. by Joseph Wood- 
mansee, Justice, Dec. 19, 1779. 
“Alice, and Presbury Hoxsie, Feb. 27, 1791. 
“Dorcas, and Thomas James, Jr., May 30, 1805. 
Peterson Content, and Joseph Boss, Oct. 27, 1757. 
Pettis Charles, and Martha Rogers; m. by Stephen Richmond, 
Justice, Jan. 15, 1749. 
“ Robert R. of Richmond and Mary Gardiner, of South 
Kingstown, m. at South Kingstown by Nathan- 
iel Gardiner, Justice, Feb. 7, 1771. 
Petty Mary, and William Douglass, May 1, 1760. 
Phillips Doreas, and George Webb, Jr. Nov. 19, 1752 
“¢  Jerusha, and Benjamin Enos, Jan. 14, 1768. 
« John, of Joseph, of Exeter; and. Elizabeth Clarke, 
of Thomas, of Richmond; m. by Samuel Tr'pp, 
Justice, Jan. 18, 1768, 
Abigail, and Philip Potter, Apr? 10, 1777 
Chloe, and Silas Moore, Mar. 7, 1780. 
William E. and Sarah Maxson; m. by Elder Henry 
Joslin, Nov. 12, 1789. 
Mary, and James Pollard, Feb. 1, 1841. 
Martha, and Sylvester Woodmansee, Apr 21, 1845. 
Pierce Daniel, of Richmond, and Damaies Cahoone, of West 
Greenwich; m. by Samuel Tefft, Justice, Feb. 
3, 1752. 
Pollard James, of East Greenwich and Mary Phillips, of 
Richmond; m. Elder Thomas Tillinghast, Feb. 1, 
1841, 
Potter David, and Susannah Barber; ni. by ~ e, hen Rich- 
mond, Justi-e, Jan. 5, 1749. 
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Martha, and Robert Wilcox, Dec, 24, 1749. 
Patience, and Ezekiel Tefft, Oct. 21, 1750. 
Mary, and David Kenyon, Jr., Apr. 21, 1751. 
Alce. and John Webb, Feb. 20, 1755. 


- Thankful, and John Dye, Mar. 22, 1758, 


Alice, and John Watson, May 17, 1759. 

Daniel, and Lois Clarke; m. by Edward Perry, Jus. 
tice, Dee, 1, 1765... 

Alice, and Nathaniel Pullman, Nov. 20, 1766. 

Desire, and James Griffeth, Dec. 29, 1766. 

Rith, and John Rice, Oct. 13, 1768. 

Rebecca, and William Potter, Nov. 7, 1770. 

William, of Richmond, son of Nathaniel, of Dart- 
mouth, Mass., ( late deceased ); and Rebecca 
Potter, of Ichabod, late of Dartmouth, Mass., 
— m. by Aaron Wilbour, J pptice,, Nov. 

7, 1770. 

liza beth, and David Nichols, Apr. 7, 1774. 

Susannah, and Stephen Clarke, Nov. 24, 1774. 

Jonathan, Jr., and Martha Lewis, of George, both 
‘of Exeter; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, Feb. 
22, 1776. 

Philip, of David, and Abigail Phillips, of Bartholo- 
mew; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, Apr. 10, 
1777. 

Matthew, of Richmond, and Mary Biunan, of Hop- 
kinton, m. by Elder Asa Coon, Sept. 8, 1796. 

Lucy, and Peter Barber, Feb. 13, 1814. 


Powell Threetah, and Jonathan Sherman, Aug. 31,1755. 
Pullman Nathaniel, Jr., now residing in Hopkinton, and 


Alice Potter, of Richmond; m. by Edward Perry, 
Justice, Nov. 20, 1766. 
3 
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BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Perry Miry, of Samuel and Anne, | ~ Dee. 28, 1747 
“ Samuel, of Simeon and Penelope, June - 6, 1749 

. © — Mary, “ + Sept. 18, 1750 
“ Samuel, “ May 1, 1754 
“Benjamin, of Edward and Dorcas, — Dec. 11, 1754 
“Susannah, i. s Sept. 25, 1759 

“ George, e ad Feb. 9, 1762 
Pettis Mary of Robert and Mary, May 11, 1771 
“Elizabeth, “ * May 23, 1773 
“ Robert,“ . May 1, 1775 
Pettys Robert, of Nathaniel, Feb. 24, 1739 
“Elizabeth, ms, Dece..17, 1741 
Nathaniel, s Jan. 5, 17438 
Ephraim, 4 Apr. 1745 

Sarah, of William and Mary, Jan. 1746 

Alee, - is Dec. 5, 1749 

$ tephen, * $6 Nov. 1751 

Mercy, oad Dec. 9, 1°53 
Joseph, ts dan. 1759 
Hannah, —. ‘ Feb. 1761 

Mavy, " Aug. 6, 1763 

Petty Peleg, of Benjamin and Sarah, Apr. 1751 
“Lydia. “ - June 1753 
“James, ve os Aug. 1755 
“Elizabeth, “ — “3 Sept. 23, 1757 
“« ~~ Benjamin, “ bled Mar. 12, 1759 
Phillips John Edwin, of John and Rebecca, July 31, 1851 
Potter Thankful, of Wm., Jr., & Elizabeth, Mar. 15, 1741 
“ Daniel, 6 ‘“ Feb. 2 1743 
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Potter Alice, of William Jr., and Elizabeth, Sept. 16, 


Robert, * as May 9, 
- Mary, MY ii K May 18, 
Isabel, “ ” Nov. 9, 
Jonathan,  “ « July 8, 


Note. The two first of the above 
born in Dartmouth, Mass. 


Rath, of Thomas and Martha, Sept. 13, 


George, “ * Oct. 31, 
Peleg, “ « May 14, 
Mary, id - Nov. 13, 
Thomas, “ “ Noy. 23, 
James, # Af Nov. 6, 
Paine, 4 % Sept. 10, 
Gideon, " ¢ Nov. 11, 
Elizabeth, of Jonathan and Mary, Oct. 27, 
Mary, “s 9 June 20, 
Sarah, “ “ Mar. 11, 
Jonathan, * 9 Aug. 26, 
Elisha, alk’ am ' June 1, 
Susannah, 5a # * Mar. 31, 
Lyman, ¥ * May 1, 
Judeth. « May 1, 
Martha, “f “ - Nov. 16, 
Matthew, s « Noy. 11, 
Income, of David and Susannah, July 7, 
Silas, « “ Apr. 17, 
Philip, * “ Sept. 13;: 
Rhoda, « f June 20, 
Tone, ” “ Dec. 20, 
Mary, " A Jan. 17, 


David, a “(sic ) June 23, 





1745 
1748 
1751 
1753 
1761 


1746 
1747 
1749 
1750 
1752 
1754: 
175- 
175- 
1749 
1751 
1753 
1754 
1756 
1758 
1760 
1762 
1764 
1768 
1749 
1751 
1753 
1756 
1758 
1762 
1723 
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Stephen, of Stephen and Sarah, Feb. 8, 1759 
Mary, of Smiteon and Lucy, - Jan. 15, 1766 . 
Joshua, "4 Fe Aug. 18, 1768 
Hannah, " Apr. 18, 1771: 
Rachel, os i . Apr. 10, 1774 
Renjamin, $ “ May 1776 
Smiteon, $ ff Oct. 9, 1778 
Hlisha, of Elisha and Susannah, Jan. 8, 1788 
Perry, * % Mar. +5, 1789 
Dorcas, ” a" Jan. 20, 1791 
Mary, of Matthew and Mary, July 12, 1797 
Matthew Robinson, “ ws Oct. 23, 1799 
John Brayman, 4 “ May 10, 180% 
. udeth, #4 a Nov. _8, 1807 
Jonathan, “ “a Dee. 26, 1809 
Pullman George, of Jonathan and Sarah, May 17, 1776 
“ Edward, — “ “ May 17, 1776 


QR 
MARRIAGES. 


Rathbun Arne, and Job Hoxsie, Mar. 25, 1749. 
“Charity, and Nathaniel Barber, Mar. 8, 1753. 
“3 Thomas, -r., of Exeter; and Ruth Clarke, of Rich- 
mond; m. by Samuel Tefft, Justice, June 20, 
1757. . 
Simeon, of Exeter, and. Anne Russell, of Rich. 
mond; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, Oct. 26, 
| 1769. 
R vord EX zabeth and Benjamin Wilcx, Nov. 14, 1799. 
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Reynolds Mary, and John Tefft; Dee. 11, 1721. 


pit 
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Sarah, and Joseph Clarke, Nov. 15, 1727. 

Dinah, and William Utter, Nov. 30, 1749. 

William, Jr., and Mary Lillibridge, of Benjainin; 
m. by Elder James Rogers, Apr. 7, 1771. 


- Robert, of Richmond, and Jemima Ross, of Char 


lestown; m. by Elder Charles Boss, Feb. 14 
1782. 

John, of Stephen, of Exeter; and Mary Tefft, of 
Benjamin, of Richmond; m. by Elder Henry: 
Joslin, June 24, 1804. 

William, of Richmond, son of Robert; and Abigail 
Congdon, of West Greenwich, daughter of 
James; m. by Elder Gershom Palmer, Nov. 
25, 1810. 

Job, of Exeter, son of Stephen; and Joanna Brown, 
of Richmond, daughter of Caleb; m. by Elder 
Gershom Palmer, Feb. 17, 1811, 

Wells, of Robert, and Elizabeth Barber, of Caleb; 
m. by Elder Gershom Palmer, May 26, 1811. 

Robert, Jr., and Hannah Hoxsie, of Reynolds; 

_m. by Elder Gershom Palmer, Sept. 17, 1820 

Lucy, and Caleb B. James, May 4, 1823, 

Honor, and Barber Kenyon, June 8, 1823. 

Thomas, of Robert and Jemima; and Joanna 
Browning, of Isaac and Margeret; m. by Elder 
William Northrup, Oct. 5, 1825. 

Robert, of Richmond; and Sarah Torrey, of Exe. 
ter; m. by Elder Nathaniel Sheffield, Mar. 30, 
1828. 

Clarke H. of Richmond; and Alzada W. Card, of 

Charlestown; m. at Norwich Conn. by’ Rev. 

D. N. Beezley, Dec. 25, 1842. 
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Rice John, of Captain Richard, of Coventry, R. I.; and Ruth 
Potter, of Thomas, of Richmond; m. by Edward Perry, 
Justice, Oct. 13, 1768. 

Richmond Mrs. Angeline P. and Thomas T. Barber, July 

10, 1843. 
“Benjamin L. of Exeter, son of Benjamin; and 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Smith, of Norris; m. by 
Elder Ezekiel J. Locke, Feb. 21, 1846. 
Nathan L. of Exeter, and Levina Kenyon, of 
Richmond; m. by Elder C. C. Lewis, Sept. 21, 
1846. . 
Robbins Sophia, and Ebeneser K. Chureh, Nov. 27 1817. 
Rogers Thomas, and Zerniah Woodmansee; m. at Westerly 
by Samuel Wilbour, Justice, Oct. 3, 1734. 
6 Martha, and Charles, Pettis, Jan. 15, 1749. 
“ Hannah, and John Hull, Dee. 28, 1749. 
“Abigail, and Joseph Austin, Aug. 26, 1750. 
« Stephen, and Sarah Wileox; m. by Stephen Rich- 
mond, Justice, Jan. 26, 1752. 
Mary, and John Tanner, Jr., Mar. 15, 1752. 
Thomas, and Dinah Austin; m. by Stephen Rich- 
mond, Justice, Sept. 7, 1755. 
Hannah, and Samuel Church, July 18, 1756. 
Thomas, Jr., and Ehzebeth Hoxsie; m. by Thom- 
as Lillibridge, Justice, Mar. 20, 1763. 
Mary, and Joseph Austin, Dec. 8, 1777. 
Avis, and Thomas Rogers, Dec. 10, 1797. 
Thomas, of Brookfield, N. Y.; and Avis Rogers, 
of Richmond; m. by James Potter, Justice, Dec. 
10, 1797. 
Ross Jemima, and Robert Reynolds, Feb. 14, 1782. 
Russell Anne, and Simeon Rathbun, Oct..26, 1769. 
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Russell Albert H. and Harriet N. Babcock; m. by Elder 
Daniel Ave: Aug. 25, 1845. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Record Jonathan, of Thomas (dec.), & Abia, Aug. 18, 1775 
Reynolds Thomas, of Thomas and Jemima, Dec. 2, 1791 
Clarke H., of Robert and Hannah, Dee. 1, 1821 
Gideon, " Aug. 29, 1823 

Mary, ry sie Oct. 23, 1825 

Hannah, sad “s Mar. 19, 1828 

Robert Thomas, of Thos. & Joanna, Sept. 26 1826 

- William Henry, . “ “ Aug. 27, 1828 

Harriet Newell, “ “Apr. 14, 1€30 

Lillian J., « “ Dee. 17, 1831 

Mary Elizabeth. “ Ang. 9, 1&33 

Frances W., * “ Oct. 23, 1835 
Richmond Edward, of Stephin and so Dec. 15, 1746 
“ Anne, June 8, 1750 
Rogers Hannah, of Thomas and Zerniah, = Sept. 21,- 1735 
«Thomas, si " Mar. 10, 41 

“ Sarah, 1% es Apr. 1, 1744 
“Waite, ras fey Oct. 29, 1747 

“ — Elizabeth, sg - July 7, 1750 

«“< — Benjn., of Jeremiah, Jr., & Patience, Apr. 3, 1752 
«Anne, of Thomas Jr. and Elizabeth, Jan. 28, 1764 

“ — Zuriah, " ™ Apr. 29, 1765 
“Elizabeth, a May 31, 1767 

« Thomas, — a May 31, 1767 
«James, hee May 13, 1769 

<<‘ Stephen. — . Apr. 12, 1771 

« Amie, \ & May 31, 1773 
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MARRIAGES. 


Sabins Elizabeth, and William James, May 14, 1767. 
Sanford George C., of North Kingstown, and Clarissa Kenyon, 
of Richmond; m. at Wickford, by Rev. John C, 
Rouse, Oct. 29, 1847. 
Saunders Sylvia, and Thomas: Kenyon, Nov. 30, 1780. 
Sewell Alice, and —— Perry, Dec. 19, 1779. 
Sheldon William Jr., of Richmond, and Eleanor Foster, of 
Hopkinton; m. by William Petty, Justice, Jan. 
21, 1765. : 
&-  Wilham, and Anne Bailey, of Samuz ls m. ny Edward 
a Perry, Justice, June 7, 1767. 
“Elizabeth, and Samuel Clarke, June 4, 1801. 
«John T., of William J., of Coventry; and Ruth T. 
‘Hoxsie, of Reynolds, of Richmond, m. by Elder 
, Matthew Stillman, May 10, 1829. 
“: Caroline, and John Olney, May 22, 1842. 
Sicha Jonathan, of Benjamin, of South Kingstown; and 
is Terceiah Powell, late of Plainfield, Conn., m. by 
ie | . ~. Elisha Babcock, Justice, Aug. 31, 1755. 
red ite Mary, and Richard Corey, Oct. 25, 1773. 
‘Smith Abigail, and John Corey, Nov, 7, 1773. 
“Mrs. Mary, and Ray G. Tefft, Sept 24, 1826. 
“ Mrs. Elizabeth R. and Benjamin “L. Richmond, Feb. 
2, 1846. 
Stanton Susuinah, and Samuel Clarke, Sept. 16, 1761. 
“ | Thomas, of Charlestown, and Susannah Baker, of 
Exeter; m. by Elder Samuel Albro, Dec. 10, 1761 
“ Elizabeth, and John Fordice, Dec. 6, 17€4. 
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Stanton John, of David, of Exeter; and Sarah Fordice, of 
Richmond; m. by William Pettey, Justice, Dec. 
24, 1764. 
“Elizabeth, and Peleg Kenyon, Oct. 1, 1766. 
Star Sarah, and Stephen B. Watson, Mar. 5, 1850. 
Steadman Sarah, and Thomas Kenyon, Nov. 15, 1764. 
Stewart Sarah, and John Hide, June 9, 1751. . 
Sunderland John, of Exeter, son of Willian; and Abigail 
Bailey, of Richard, of Richmond; m. by John 
Webster, Justice, Mar. 2, 1749. 
4 Mary, and Potter Hoxsie, Mar. 15, 1807. 
Swan Nancy, and Amos James, Oct. 1, 1758. 
Sweet Alice, and ‘Thomas Lillibridge, June 10. 1781. 


= 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Sheldon Susannah, of William Jr. & Eleanor, June 11, 1765 
Ns Potter, # “6 Jan. =4, 1767 
Sisson Deborah, of Barnett and Catherine, Apr. 1, 1741 
-* Rodman, fe “ June 3, 1744 
© — Sarah, «“ « Nov. 20, 1751 
Stafford Catherine, of Andrew and Rachel, July 21, 1775 
« James, if 4 Oct. 6, 1777 . 
Stanton John, of David and Martha, Nov. 25, 1742 
Latham, « Jan. 13, 1745 
Elizabeth, “ Apr. 1, 1747 
Catherine, 2 Mar. 5, 1749 
Mary, “ Dec. 28, 1751 
Hannah, “ Feb. 19, 1755+ 
Note. Two first born North Kingstown, third 
South Kingstown, fourth Exeter, the two last 

Richmond. 
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Taber Waity M., and James W. Clarke, Dec. 29, 1889. 
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T 
MARRIAGES, 
William O., and Phebe Ann Moon, both of Exeter; 


m. at Hopkinton by Rev. Stanton Austin, Aug. 
“12, 1860. : 


Tanner John Jr., and Mary Rogers; m. by Stephen Richmond 


esata 


66 


(<4 


Justice, Mar. 15, 1752. 

George, and Mary Wilcox; m. by Samuel Tefft, 
Justice, July 23, 1754. 

David, of Westerly, and Hopestill Worde., of 
Richmond; m. by Stephen Richmond,—Ju tice, 
Nov. 24, 1754. 

John, of Richmond, and Susannah Hall of Hopkin-, 
ton; m. by Thomas. Kenyon, Justice, Aug. 14, 
1759. ! 

Tacy, and George Crandall, Sept. 20, 1761, 


Tefft John, of Kichmond, and Mary Reynolds, of Westerly; 


m. at Westerly by Jolin Babcock, Justice, Dec. 
11, 1721. 


Jonathan, and Mary Webb; m. by Samuel Tefft, \ 


Justice, Jan. 26, 1749. 
Ezekiel, of Richmond, and Patience Potter. of Exeter, 
m. by Stephen Richmond, Justice, Oct. 21, 1750. 
John, dx, and Hannah Clarke; m. by Thos. Kenyon, 
Justice, Mar. 14, 1751. 
John, and Elizabeth James; m. by Samuel Tefft, 
Justice, Dee. 26, 1752. 
William, and Mary Kenyon; m. by Stephen Rich- 
mond, -ustice, Mar. 21, 1754. 
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Abigail, and Robert Tefft, Mar. 27, 1754. 


Robert, and Abigail Tefft; m. by Stephen Richmond, 


Justice, Mar. 27, 1754. 

Patience, and Edward Lalhibridge, Dec. 4, 1755. 

Ruth, and Thomas Kenyon, Apr. 15, 1756. 

Mary, and William Clarke, Mar. 20, 1757. 

Joseph, Jr., and Sarah Hoxsie; m. by Edward Perry, 
Justice, July 17, 1757. 

Ksther, and Oliver Colegrove, Apr. 28, 1765. 

Samuel, Jr., son of Joseph; and Amie Gardiner, of 
George; in. by Robert Stanton, Justice, Dec. 9, 
1770. | 

Joseph, Jr., of Richmond, son of Joseph; and Alice 
Albro, of Exeter, dau. of Samuel; m. at Exeter 
hy Elder Soloman Sprague, May 22, 1771. 

Thomas, of Joseph, ard Lydia Barber, of Benjami ; 
m. by Robert Stanton, Justice, Dec. 10, 1772. 

Hezekiah, of Ezekiel, and Sarah Lillibridge, of Ed- 
ward; both of Exeter; m. by Edward Perry, Jus- 
tice, Mar. 23, 1775. 

Taber, of Joseph, and Sarah Barber, of Caleb; m. by 
Elder Charles Boss, July 25, 1782. 


Ry Ezekiel, of Ezekiel, and Asie Wilcox, of Stephen; 


m. by Thomas Tefft, Justice, Oct. 13, 1785. 
Sarah, and Benjamin Barber, Oct. 16, 1785. 
Susannah, and Lawton Foster, Nov. 4, 1792. 

Mary, and John Reynolds, June 24, 1804. 

Edward, of Richmond, and Nancy Turner, of Groton, 
Conn.; m. by Elder John G. Weightman, Dec. 
16, 1804. 

Luey, and Thomas Tefft, Jr., Jan. 31, 1805. 
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Thomas, Jr., of Richmond, son of Thomas; and Lucy 
Tefft of George, of Bolton, Conn.; m. by Elder 
Henry Joslin, Jan. 31, 1805. 

Sarah, and Luke-Clarke, Feb. 28, 1806. 

Joanna, and Joseph Clarke, Dev. 20,1810. 

Sarah, and John Barber, Feb. 2, 1826. 

Ray’ G., of Richmond, and Mrs. Mary Smith, of 
South Kingstown; m. by Eidos Henry C. Hub.. - 
bard, Sept. 24, 1826. 

Deborah, and John A. Barber, Nov. 5, 1846. - 

Sarah, and Jesse C. Barber, Dec. 27, 1847. 

Silas W., of Silas, of Richmond; Asin Sarah Crandall, 
of Steph n, of Charlestown; m. by Elder E. J, 
Locke, Dee. 27, 1847. 

Tennant Freelove; and Job Wilcox, Nov. 30, 1779. 

Thomas Freelove, and Samuel Hull, Sept. 29, 1763. 
Tillinghast Hannah, and Joseph Hoxsie, Nov. 16, 1797. 
Torrey Sarah, and Robert Reynolds, Mar. 30, 1828. 

~“Pourgee Margeret, and Elnathan Lewis, Mar. 22, 1767. 
Tripp Peregrine Fry, of Exeter, and Martha Boss, of Jeremiah, 

of Richmond; m. at Richmond by John Webster, 
Justice, Sept. 14, 1760. 
«Ruth, and Charles Boss,. Feb. 9, 1775. 
“Br idget, and «oun Hoxsie, Feb. 14, 1779. 
“ -° Sarah, and Silas Moore,-Jr., Feb. 20, 1820. 
Tucker Jabez, of Westerly, and Elizabeth Foster, of Rich- 
mond; m. by John Webster, Justice, Jan. 16, 
71954, 
‘Tuck Martha ‘A., and-Gilbert Fenner, Oct. 30, 1849. 
Turner Nancy, and Edward Tefft, Dee. 16, 1€04. 
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Mary, wife of John, 


Deliverance, of John and Mary; 


Sarah, 


(14 


Jonathan, 
John, 
Robert, 
Mary, 
Patience, 
Deborah, 
Mehitable, 
Elizabeth, 
Jeremiah, 
Williain, 


Elizabeth, of Joseph and Esther, 


William, 
Joseph, 


Rath, 


. Benjamin, 


Esther, 
Thomas, 
Sarah, 
Samuel, 
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RECORDS. 


died, 


Ang. 










Dee. 
Feb. 
Aug. 
Apr. 
Feb. 


4, 1699 

5, 1704 
19, 1722 
27, 1725 , 
—, 1726 
Apr. 29, 1727 
Mar. 9, 1729 
May 25, 1732 
Sept. 20, 1734 
Apr. 21, 1737 
May 18, 1739 
Aug. 3, 1742 


Feb. 10, 1744 


May 29, 1747 
Jan. 16, 1749 
Dee. 20,’ 1730 
Feb. 29, 1732 
Mer. 19, 1737 
Mar. 27, 1739 
June 33,1741 
6, 1743 
Nov. 10, 1745 
Aug. 24, 1747 
Aug. 29, 1749 


Reynolds, of J Joi Jr., and Hannah, Oct. 6, 1752 


ae 


Clarke, oe 


“died, July 5, 
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Hezekiah, of William and Mary, 


Pardon, 


~ Thankful, 


David, 
William, 


66 


66 


66 
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66 
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és 


May 21, 


1754 
Jan. 7, 1761 
Dec. 16, 1753 
Jan. 27, 1755 
Mar. 21, 1757 
Apr. 19, 1760. 
1763 












Mary, 
“John, 
“Mary, 


“© Mary. 
“Taher, 
“Jemima, 
« Joseph, 
“ Sarah, 

‘  Anstice, 
“Alice, 

“  Albro, 


“Edward, 
“Elizabeth, 


“Asa, 
Jesse, 


“Jeremiah, 
“John, 

« — Abigail, 
“ Rhoda, 
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“ Susannah, 


i “ Amie, 
‘¢ George, 
; “Josiah, 
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* — Esther, 

“© Sarah, 

“ Elizabeth, 
* — Wiiliam, 
Gardiner, 


3 or a eee 


“ Caleb, of Joseph, .'r., and Farah, 


Phebe Woodmansee, of Penelope, 
«Joanna, of Benjamin and Deborah, 


6c “ 
“ 6c 
T} cc 
(T4 “ 
(74 6% 
ee oe 
oe 6e 
(74 (T4 
ce 6e 
oe (T4 
“ 6é 
T4 (T4 
(T3 be 
6“ 6é 
“ 6s 


6“ 


'T3 


ee 


66 


“Mary, of Jeremiah and Rhoda, 


‘ George, of Samuel, Jr. and Amie, 


“ died,’ 
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Mar. 
May 
Ayr. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Mar. 
July 
Apr. 
June 
Apr. 


June 


Sept. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Sept. 
June 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Dee. 
Dev. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
Dee. 
June 
Dec. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Feb. 
Jan. 
Nov. 
Oct. 


ean. 










13, 1766 
18, 1767 
22, 1769 
17, 1757 
24, 1758 
3, 1761 
10, 1763 
6, 1766 
12, 1768 
1, 177: 
16, 1775 
27, 1778 
3, 1765 
7, 1766 
12, 1768 
10, 1770 
2, 1772 
2, 1776 
24, 1771 
29, 1772 
18, 1778 
29, 1781 
11, 1783 
7, 1772 
10, 1773 
30, 1775 
20, 1777 
18, 1780 
12, 1722 
6, 1775 
25, 1787 
16, 1788 
3, 1791 
26, 1791 
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Benjamin, of Thomas and Lydia, 


Joanna, of Joseph, Jr., and Abigail, Dec. 28, 


Joseph Maxson, “ 


William, ss 
Nathan, i 
Sarah, rd 


Benjamin of Samuel Albro & Sarah, Nov. 22, 


Alice Albro, 1st. 
- “2nd. 

Joseph, 

Samuel Albro, 

Taber, 

Sarah Ann, 


Jeremiah Gardiner, 


“cc 


79 


oc 


(79 


& 


66 


Sept. 
« Apr. 10, 
“ Feb. 18, 
© died, Dee. 5, 
5 Apr. 6, 
4 Feb. 23, 
“ Oct. . 4, 
f¢ Jan. 24, 
“ died, Oct. 9, 
e Aug. 4, 
“ died, Dee. 27, 
4 Jan. 25, 
“died, Apr. 5, 
sé June 29, 
“died, May 2, 
m July 12, 
" Oct. 22, 
Feb. 18, 
Mar. 8, 
Oct. 14, 
‘June 16, 
“Sept. 13, 
“« Jan. 20, 
* Oct. 4, 
“« — Feb. 21, 
« Aug. 1, 
“« July 29, 


“ July 21, 


Aug. 


4, 


«July 23, 


“Nov. 15, 


Nov. 20, 





1775 
1777 
1824 
1779 
1781 
1782 
1785 
1785 
1786 
1786 
1788 
1827 
1790 


1797 


1794 
1826 
1776 
1779 
1782. 
1784 
1789 
1791 
1794 
1798 
1800 
1798 
1800 
1802 
1804 
1807 
1809 
1812 
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U 
MARRIAGES. 


Utter William, and Dinah Reynolds, both of Exeter; m. by 
Samuel Teift, Justice, Nov. 30, 1749. 


Note. No birth or death recorded under this letter. 
V 
MARRIAGES. 


Vallett James, and Mary Ann Moore; m. by Elder Henry B. 
Locke, Mar. 31, 1839. 


Note. No birth or death recorded under this letter. 


W 


MARRIAGES. 
Watson Simeon, and Hannah Kenyon; m. by Samuel Te ft, 
_ Justice, Oct. 24, 1748. 
“Abigail, and Caleb Foster, Feb. 9, 1752. 
John, and Hannah Harrington; m. by Thomas 
Kenyon, Justice, Oct. 31, 175€. 
John, and Alice Potter; m. by Edward Perry, es 
tice, May 17, 1759. 
Stephen B. aged 45 years; and Sarah Star, widow, 
aged 41 years; m. by Elder A. D. Williams, 
Mar. 5, 1850. 
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Weaver John, of East Greenwich, and Abigail Kenyon, of 

Richmond m. by Stephen Richmond, Justice, 

Dee. 20, 1747. 

Webb Mary, and Jonathan Tefft, Jan. 26, 1749. 

“ George, Jr. and Dorcas Phillips; m. by Stephen 
~ Richmond, Justice, Nov. 19, 1752. 

John, and Alice Potter; m..by Stephen Richmond, 
Justice, Feb. 20, 1755. 

Joshua, of George, and Esther Kenyon, of Thomas, 
son of David; m. by Edward Perry, J nee 
Feb. 16, 1777. 

Webster Elizabeth, and John Kenyon, Jan. 18, 1748. 

“ John, Jr., and Elizabeth Moshier; m. by Stephen 
Richmond, Justice, Dee. 6, 1751. ° 
Thankful, and Paul Harrington, Oct. 12, 1760. 
Thomas, and Patience Adams; m. by Edward Perry, 
Justice, Nov. 17, 1765. 
Margeret, and Philip Griffeth, May 21, 1769 
Mary, and Charles Boss, Apr. 16, 1778. 
Moshier, and Mary Barber; m. by Elder Henry 
Joslin, Feb. 12, 1789. 
Joseph, of Richmond, and Anne Kenyon, of Char- 
lestown; m. by Elder Henry Joslin, Nov. 29, 1789. 
Bathsheba, and William Larkin, Jan. 21, 1798. 
Elizabeth, and John Kenyon; date not given. 
James T., of Jonathan, and Sally Clarke, of Luke; 
m. by Elder Thomas Tillinghast, Sept. 9, 1832. 
Moshier, and Mary Moore; m. at East Greenwich 
by Elder Thomas Tillinghast, Oct. 18, 1846. 
Weekes Alice, and Joseph Hoxsie, Apr. 23, 1761. 
Wells Thomas, of Hopkinton, and Sarah Clarke, of Richmond; 
am. 2 John Tefft, Justice, Sept. 17, 1761. 


“cc 


6 
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Wells Thankful, and Edward Lillibridge, Jan. 6, 1765. 
¢ Thankful, and Zebulon Pendleton, Oct. 15, 1780. 
West Jane, and John Hill, 1751. | 
V ilbour Samuel, and Hannah Enos; m. by Sylvester Kenyon, 
Justice, Mar. 16, 1755. 
ee Y illiam, of Richmond, and Mary Young, of Exe- 
ter; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, Dee. 28, 1758. 
Peter, of Richmond, and Hannah Jones, of Char- - 
* Jestown; m. by Thomas Lillibridge, Justice, Sept. 
25, 1761. : 
Hannah, and Daniel Wileox, Dec. 31, 1761. | 
Benjamin, and Lucy Larkin; m. by Joseph Wood- 
mansee, Justice, Mar. 23, 1777. 


Thomas, of Richmond, now residing in Coventry, 
R. 1., and Sarah Briges, of Warwick; m. at East 
Greenwich by Elder Thomas Tillinghast, Jan. 


21, 1247. : 

Wilcox Robert, of Robert, dee., of South Kingstown; and 
Martha Potter, of Wilham, of Richmond; im. by 
John Webster, Justice, Dec. 24, 1749. 

Sarah, and Stephen Rogers, Jan, 26,.175?. 

Mercy, and George Tanner, July 23, 1754. 

Amie, and §tephen Wilcox, Oct. 4, 1756. 

Stephen, and Amie Wilcox; m. by Samuel Tift, 
custice, Oct. 4, 1754. 

Job, of Vxoter, and Patience’ James, m. by Jere- 
mizgh Crandall, Justice, Dec. 9, 1756, 

Hoyson, of Exeter, and E! za>eth Holway, of Rich- 
mond; m. by ‘thomas Lillibridge, Justice, Dee, 
10, 1761. 

Daniel, cr. of Stonington, Conn.; and Hannah 
Wilbour, of Richmend: m. by-Lhomas Lillibridge 
Justice, Dec. 31, 1761. 
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Stephen, of Edward, of Richmond, and: Sarah. Bates, 


of Exeter; m. by Thomas ee J ustice, 
Apr. 24, 1763. 

Job, of Richmond, and Freelove Tennant, of South 
Kingstown; m. by Elder Thomas West, Nov. 30, 
1779. 

Amie, and Ezekiel Tefft, Oct. 13, 1785. : 

Noah of Richmond, and Martha Albro, of North — 
Kingstown; m. by Elder Henry Joslin, Nov. 15, 
1789. 

Peleg Jr., of Peleg, and Thankful Wilcox, of 
Stephen; m. by Elder Henry Joslin, Dec. 8, 1796. 

Thankful, and Peleg Wilcox, Dee. 8, 1796. 

Benjamin, of Peleg, and Elizabeth Record, of 
Thomas, dee.; m. by Elder Henry aes Nov. 
14, 1799. 

Champlain, of Peleg, and Elizabeth Clarke, of 
Simeon; m. -by Elder Gershom Palmer, Oct. 14, 
1815, 


Dianna, and Edward Barber, Apr. 24, 1817. 


Woodmansee Abigail, and Richard Bailey, Apr. 25, 1729. 


Zerniah, and ‘Thomas Rogers, Oct. 3, 1734. 
Joseph, of Richmond, and Alice Closson, of 
' Westerly; m. by Stephen Richmond, Justice, 
Sept. 27, 1750. 
Mary, and Jonathan Maxson, Dec. 29, 1763. 
Joseph Jr., and Mary Lewis; m. by Edward 
Perry, Justice, Jan. 19, 1769. 
Penelope, and Joseph Nichols, Sept. 24, 1769. 
James, of J oseph, and Abigail. Kenyon, of 
Sylvester; m. by Edward Perry, Justice, 
Jan. 7, 1773. 
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Woodmansee Mrs. Chloe, and Ezekiel J. Loeke, Cet. 27, 
1833. 
1“ Abner N., of Hopkinton, and Eliza Boss, of 
Richmond; m. at East Greenwich by Elder 
Thomas Tillinghast, Feb. 14, 1839. 
Patience, and Anthony Hazard, Jan. 6, 1842. 
Joseph James. of Richmond, son of . ossph, 
and Hannah Champlain, of Stephen of Exe- 
ter; m. by Eider Ezekiel J. Locke, Feb 19, 
1843. 
Sylvester, of Samuel, and Martha Phillips, of 
Nicholas; m. at Lonsdale, by Rev. J. P. Bur- 
bank, Apr. 21, 1845. 
James, and Martha M. Pearce, m. by El ler 
Steadman Kenyon, Oct. 27, 1849. 
Wordon Hopestill, and David Tamer, Nov. 24, 1754. 
“ e ohn, and Susannah Babeock; m. by Edward: one ys 
Justice, Jan. 1, 1769. 
Benjamin, of Charlestown, and Mary A. Morey, of 
Richmond; m. by Elder Soloman Carpenter, 


Mar. 25, 1843. 
BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Watson William, of Simeon and Hannah, — July 1749 
ad Hannah, ws af May 1751 

4 Perry, eli, « Feb. « 1754 
Webb Margeret, of John and Joanna, Aug. 1721 
“ Elizabeth, ‘ Mar. 1724 

a“? Mehitable, “ Aug.:11, 1726 

" Mary, ie Mar. 19, 1730 

- George, + rr May 10, 1733 
“ John, “c Oct. 10, 1735 
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George, of, George, Aug. 15, 1753 
Joshua, cae Jan. 23, 1755 
John, t May 20, 1758 
Joseph, May ‘1, 1762 
Joanna, 4 May 1, 1762 
Jerusha,  “ | May 1, 1762° 
Webster Thankful, of James and Hannah, Feb. 15, 1743 
sf Margeret, “ < Dec. 10, 1744 
. ss Hannah, June 8, 1747 
“3 Stephen, Mar. 17, 1750 
Zerniah, : Dec. 4, 1752 
James, Sept. 4, 1755 
Jobn, Apr. 2, 1758 
Daniel, : Nov. 7, 1761 
‘Sarah, - May 21, 1763 
Elizabeth, #6 a Sept. 25, 1767 
William, of John Jr. & Elizabeth, Jan. 27, 1753 

Mary, re “Aug. 14, 1755 
Thomas, “ “> Oct. 29, 1757 
Hannah, +“ ve Dec. 19, 1759 
Elizabeth; “ “Apr. 14, 1762 

John, = July 24. 1765 
Wilbour Benjamin, of Benjamin and Lucy, June 8, 1777 
«“ Anne, a “ — Sept. 13, 1779 
ve Vincent, ae - Apr. 17, 1781 
&“ John, " « June 6, 1783 
< Luey, Sine «May 15, 1787 
a Elizabeth, “ “July 11, 1789 
s - io “d. Dee. 16, 1790 
sad: #8 - Dec. 28, 1791 

Robert Morey, “ “May 5, 1794 
Wilcox Lyman, of Benjamin and Elizabeth, July 17, 1800 
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.Y 


Woodmansee Joseph, of .oseph cise Mary, June 14, 1742 
Mary, sd “Feb. 7, 1744 

6 John, | . Feb. 13, 1746 

" Penelope, __ “ Feb. 15, 1749 

Pd James, yi %y ‘. June 12, 1752 

* Sarah, “ ¥ Sept. 5, 1755 

me David, ag " June 15, 1759 

as Abigail, sé é June 27,. 1764 

* Hazard, ag " Feb. 4, 1769 

ug Mary Webster, of Margeret, = Feb. 13, 1766 


MARRIAGES. 


Yoeman Hannah, and Thomas Clarke Fr., Dee. 8, 1758. 


Young Mary, and William Wilbour, Dec. 28, 1758. 


Note. No birth or death recorded under the letters X, Y, Z, 
and no marriage under the letter Z. : m1 


( The End. ) 


From the Narragansett: Times, Nov. 9, 1888. — The 
Narragansett Historical Register, for July has mad: its 
appearance, Mr. Arno’, the Editor, has an article upon 
“The Evidences of the Mound Builders in Narragansett,” 
which is interesting. There is other historical matt-r of 
interest in this number. 


From The Pendulum, Nov. 16, 1888. — The last num- 
ber of the Narragansett Historical Register is an excellent 
number. ; 





A HEROINE. 


By Richard A. Wheeler. 


Y, “ N elderly lady by the name of Huldah Hall, lived at 

2£oX Stonington borough during the last War with Eng- 

(O° land. She was in feeble health, when Captain Hardy, 

on the Mth. of August, 1814, gave one hours notice to the 
unoffending inhabitants of the place to be removed. 

She was attended by an only daughter bearing her name, 
who had been her sole companion during her Weary declining 
years. | 

During the ‘excitement and alarm caused by Capt. Hardy’s 
order, aiid the hasty departure of the unoffending, there were 
no efforts made for the removal of Mrs. Hall, nor is it certain 
that she was able to be removed at the time, if an effort for 
that purpose had been made. 

The house oceupied by Mrs. Hall, stood close in the rear 
of the battery and was wir abe exposed. to the shot and 
shell of the enemy. 

During the evening of the 9th of August, it became appar- 
ant that Mrs. Hall was rapidly sinking doubtless hastened by 
the bombardment of the place by the British fleet, and on the 
10th. of August, amid the thunders of the bombardment, and 


the deafening roar of the guns in the battery, she breathed 
her last. 
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Beside her dying bed during all of the excitement and 
dangers of the battle ‘stood the brave hearted daughter ten- 
derly watching with loving ministratians her dying mother, 
though shot and shell crashed through the house, and through 
the room where they were. 

No sooner was life extinct, than the daughter, thro ving a 
light shawl over her head went down to the battery amid the 
Alying shot and shell to gct assistance to remove and bury her 
mother, fearmg that if the enemy should burn the pliceas 
they had threatened to at the outset, that her mot ers re- 
mas might be consumed in the general conflagration. 
When she was scen 2}, 1¢eching by the men in the battery 
they were awe-struck, trembling for her safty though reckless 
of their own doom.. i 

When infonaed of her errant, four men were detached and 
went with her to the house where her mother lay, carefully 
and tenderly enclosed her remains in her bed and bedclothes 
and bore her to the oid Robison Place of burial'in the bo- 
rough, «tended by the daughter, and in a deep cut made by 
the explosion of a bomb-shell, without any form or cecemony 
except the thunders of the bombardment they buricd her 
rewains. While cheerfully awarding the highest honors to 
the men who so bravely defended Stonington, let us drop a 
tear to the inemory of this brave child, believing that the 
voiceless artists of the skies have woven for her garlands of 
ammortal glory. 


The Rhoce Isicnd Sonate — for the year 1832 consisted 
of six members. “This is doubtless the smallest purely legis- 
ative body that ever met in the worlds history. 


S. H. Allen. 





‘THE DUBEKTUS CAUGHT. 


By Franklin C. Clark. 


* 


pate . 
aa R. Welcome A. Greene, in his interrogatory and very 
suggestive article published in the last number of the 
y xe es has heen,-it seems, rummaging in the Char- 
_ ter of Charles II., and discovered a fish not at all familiar to 
_ modern pesciculturists, nor even found among the recollections 
ofthe oldest inhabitant, not to speak of traditionary and 
legendary lore. It is in answer to his question, “ What was 
the Dubertus ?” that I now would contribute my mite towards © 
the elucidation of this mystery of mysteries, hidden so long 
in the almost fathomless depths of that historical document, 
‘ which most ;ersons must assuredly have heard of, but few 
“alas! have read. That such a creature as.the dubertus, be 
it what it may, must have once existed in Colonial days and 
roved the waters adjacent to our State, is proved by the pro- 
minence which its name has been given in our Charter, and 
which is sufficient to warrant an investigation of its true 
character and proper place in the body politie. . 
The dubertus was undoubtedly a fish, and a fish of great 
‘size — evidently a whale. Its association with whales’ and. 
other large fish, im the Charter, where permission is granted 
to the iuhabitants: of the Colony of Rhode Island to pursue 
“‘ whales, dnbertus, or other great fish - - - - unto any part of 














- 58 THE NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


that coast,” plainly establishes its kinship with the fish family. 
This is the only fact to be gained from the context, though 
much room is left for conjecture. 

But before continuing the discussiou, it may be well for 
me to clear up the mystery relative to the “ Divine Dupertus,”’ 
whose poem has been quoted by Josselyn in his Zico Voyages. 
The person in question (for this is no anagrammatic name to 
puzzle the wits of antiquarians ) was a French poet who 
flourished in the latter part of the Seventeenth century. His 
real name was William Bartas, or, more commonly, DuBartas, 
of which Dubertus is therefore a corruption. He wrote sev- 
eral poems, one of which, entitled 7'he First Week, or The 
Creation, heeame so popular that it went through thirty 
editions in six years. It was translated into several langua- 
ges, including the English. Sylvester, an Englishman, ma le 
a translation of it in 1621. The lines in question are taken 
from the fifth book. Besides, Captain John Smith quotes 
from the same poet, under his true name, in his history, as 
any one may see for himself, who will take the pains to look. 






Mr. Greene, in his article, concludes that what is known 
as the Dubertus is nothing more nor less than a corruption of 
the word ¢ jubartes,’ a name for the finback whale; and he 
hasies his conclusions on a passage taken from the work of 
Captain John Smith wherein is stated that he chased some 
whales to no purpose, “they being a kind of Jubartes and 
not the whale that yields fins (whalebone) and oil as we 
expected.” 

The evidence is conclusive enough that the jubartes, or 
dubertus - the two are identical — is a species of. whale not 
so much in request as others, on account of the small quant- 
ity of baleen ( whalebone ) and oil which it yields. The de- 
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scription of the animal, known as the Finback, tallies exactly 
with that given of the Jubartes; while the silence respecting 
the presence or absence of a dorsal fin is the only particular 
which would decide the question beyond a doubt. 

But unfortunately, this passage, though valuable, loses its 
force whan alone employed to prove the identity of the two 
animals. For, Captain Smith says elsewhere ( Vol. II. page’ 
261 ), that in the year 1622, at the Summer Isles now the 
Bermudas — , “ a kind of whale, or rather Jubarta, was driven 
on shore in Southampton tribe [ district ], from’ the west, 
over an infinite number of rocks, so bruised that the water 
in the Bay, where she lay, was all oily, and the rocks about 
t all bedasht with Parmacitty, congealed like ice, a quantity 
we gathered, with which we commonly cured any byle, hurt, 
bruise, some burn it in their lamps, which. blowing out the 
very snuff will burn, so long as there is any oil remaiming, 
for two or three days together.” Captain Smith, clearly 
means by this the animal known as the Spermaceti whale. 

Now we naturely conclude,. that, if in the first instance 
jubartes was applied to the finback whale, it would be in the 
last. But this cannot be, because the finback does not yield 
spermaceti. at all; so that if the first jubartes is a finback, 
Captain Smith has in some way or other confounded it with 
the sperm whale. The only reason which can be given for 
this mistake is, that he was deceived by the dorsal fin which 
both animals possess, though it is only rudimentary im the 
Jatter animal, and placed further forward than in the finback. 
Hence we have as yet arrived at no settled opinion, and are 
still at a loss to know which of the two whales can lay claim 
to the name of dubertus. 

Which then was the Dubertus? I think had Mr. Greene, 
met with the second account of Captain Smith’s, that he 
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would have found himself in the same quandary as I. ‘So, in 
order to clear up the confusion, it is necessary to look further. 

There were but two dictionarics in which I was able to 
find any light thrown on the subject, both of which were in 
the French language. In one, that of Littre, under jubarte, 
a satisfactory defimtion is given, showihg that the jubarte of 
- the French and. our finback wliale are identical. In an old 
» French Eneyclopedia, under the date of 1778, was found a 
long Reoeipten of the Finback under the French name for 
it, whieh: gave ‘ jubarta’ and ‘jubartes’ as synonyms. 

Thus it. is clearly shown that the ‘ jubartes’ of Sinith and 
our corrupt form of it refer to one and the same animal, +o 
Jong sought for, namely, the finback whale. Captain Smith 
must have confounded the two whales from the fact-that both 
possess dorsal humps, or fins, as we have remarked before. 

As.a-further proof of this no less an authority than Cuvier 
may be given.” In his Animal Kingdom he gives all these - 
words as above mentioned names of the finback, though 
most prominence to the word ‘jybartes,’ the name employed 
hy the earlier naturalists to characterize this species. After 
the time of Linnaeus. we no longer meet with this word, 

except in works of reference, where it 1s used merely to iden- 
tify an old. species; as for example, the Iconographic Eneyclo- 
pedia. This is the probable reason why: it is not found in 
any English dictionary, it having become obsolete before the 
days of dictionaries. Even (in the French ) it is not accepted 
by the. Ac: ademy. 

Cuvier satisfactorily explains the meaning of the word in 
notes appended to his great work on narural history. ( Lon- 
don, 1827, Vol. IV. p. "496 foll. ) “The name of Jubarta 
seems only to be a corruption of the name Gibbar, A more 
ludicrous corruption hes given rise to-the name of Jupiter- 
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fish, first used by some northern whalers.”. The two names 
given above by Cuvier are one and the same name for the 
finback whale among the Basques, an ancient people of Spain 
. who are said to have. been the first known nation to engage-in 
the whale. fishery. Could the philology, then, of the word 
be known, still more information on the subject might be 
learned. © — 
Now, after determining that the dubertus, or rather the 
jubarta, is a finback whale, it may be worth our while to show 
with which species it may be at present identified, as there 
are several whales which have dorsal fins. Uimnaeus, who 
was the first nomenclator in natural science, grouped these 
animals variously, counting four species with dorsal fins. Two 
of these were particularly finbacks, though the other two 
possessed dorsal fins also. The two kinds, with which we. 
have to do, were named by hjm B. Physalus and B. Boops. 
Scme years after Lacepede, a French naturalist, changed the 
specific names to gibbar and jubartes, and named the genus 
finwhales ( Balenoptera.) Cuvier accepted this change in 
-generic name, adopted the first species but retained the Lin- 
naean nane for the other. 

The chief difference between these two species, if not the 
sie in name — as was noticed above —, is, that the jubartes 
is the rorqual of the Norwegians, has folds and hence the 
pame ‘rorqualis;’ as one or two species are called today. 
Hence the finback with which we have to do is the Balenop- 
tera Jubartes of the French naturalist, then the boops of 
Linnaets. So that our dubertus as known today as the 
Fin-back or Rorqual. 

On the other hand there are one or two sperm whales, or 
cachalots which have dorsal fins. Here Captain John miths 
error is apparent. He should have known that the fin-back 











362 THE NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


proper did not yield spermaceti, or parmacitty as he calls it. 
None of these finbacks yields oil to any extent, though some 
of them are considered more palatable than others. 

According to Paul Dudley, who wrote the Nalural His- 
tory of the Whales in New England, during the early part 
of the last century, the finback was common in New England, 
very fierce and not much in request by whalers. ( See Phil. 

Trans. Vol. VI. ) 

The finback then, formerly known as the jubar ta or - 
jubartes, is the one described by Linnaeus under the name of 
_ Balena boops and Balenoptera boops, though Cope and 
Seammon have made other changes. It is the name however, 
retained by Packard in his work cn Zoology, and by which 
our finback is chiefly known. fcammon describes.two fin- 
back whales with large dorsal fins. 

The whale has been known from time immemorial as the 
fish royal. In old times we learn that, when a whale happen- 
ed to be stranded, the -king and the queen of the country, 
on the shore of which it was found, claimed the animal as 
spoil, and divided it between them; the king taking the head, 
and the queen the tail. As it wes rare for a whale to be 
thus taken, the animal became a sort of flotsam and jetsam, 
constituting a part of the royal revenues. From this custom, 
it is believed, arose the practice of calling the whale the royal 
fishe Be this as it may, great confusicn has existed up to 
a very recent period in the classification of the various spe- 
cies of the whale family. 

Josselyn, however, in his Zio Voyages, (p.104) thus 
explains the expression, who says, when he speaks of the 
various fishes found in New England. “1 shall begin with 
the whale a royal fish, as all fishes of extraordinary size are 
accounted.” He elsewhere applies the same term to the stur- 
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geon; and another author, I believe, to the porpoise. So too, 
in the Charter of Massachusetts Bay for 1691, wherein the 
liberty of taking fish is granted the inhabitants of that Colony. 

We read, that they were permitted to take “ all fishes, royal 
fishes, whales balene. ” And so with the Hndson Bay Char- 
ter, and the Charters of the other English Colonies in 
' America. But whteher the title of royal was applied first to 
the finback, because of his gallant bearing, and as he is the 
‘largest and fiercest of the whale kind, we are only able to 
surmise. But, when we consider the state of confusion in 
which Zoology was before the time of Liunaeus, it would not 
bejat’ all, Surprising for writers to fall into inconsistences and 
inaccuracies from whicli, as has been remarked, Captain Smith 
was not himself exempt; and the species of cachalot, which 
has a small dorsal fin, might be very any easily classed with 
the jubarta. 

Hence, from the investigations thus far made, sufficient e evi- 
_-dence has been obtained to show, that our Jubartes, whose 
name today exists but in a doubly corrupt form, and then" 
only in the effete Charter of a dead kiug, was a rorqual, the 
Finback of whalers (B. Boops ), and inhabiting the waters 
of the ncrthern Atlantic. The Finback was known as far 
backs at least, as 1596, being mentaned in Pinkerton’ 8 
Voyages and Travels. 


Since writing the ‘above, I learned that this matter had 
already been comma and reported in en old number of the 
Providence Journal. Through the courtesy of Mr. Charles 
M. Salisbury, of Providence, I was so fortunate as to obtain 
the article in question, which greatly contribute to the value 
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of the present paper, as the want of them occasioned certain 
rapes that otherwise could not have been filled. Besides, I 
am enabled to give the history of the discussion from the b»- 
ginning, and this solution may, in the words of one of thes : 
writers, “ be accepted as settling the Dubertus question!” 

It seems that Rev. S. C. Newman, of Pawtucket, R. T. 
"first broached the subject in a letter addressed to the Provi- 
~ dence Journal, November 22, and published December9, 1858. 
“Tt was gives the correspondence, between him and Professor 
‘'Lonis Agassiz regarding the Dubertus. But Prof. Agassiz 
. fails to give Mr. Newman any satisfactory reply. However, 
the next morning, the same newspaper contained a rejoinder 

from the late Hon. Albert'G. Greene. His letter states that 
Dubertus was a word used to distinguish the spernifrom the 

right whale, and gives as his authority, Sir Thomas Browne, 
~ who speaks of the jebartes in his treatise on Pseidodoxia 
Epidimiea ( Book ITI, cap. 26, “ of the Spermaceti Whale.” ) 
published in 1646. Mr. Greene observes, that this name was 
applied to this species of whale before and up to the tims'the 
‘Chater was granted; ‘and he thus quotes the passage it fall: 
~ © Mariners — who are ‘not the best nomenclators, — called it a 

jubartas. or rather gibbartas. Of the same’ appellatio we 
" “meet with one in Rondeletius, ‘called by the French gibbar, 
from its round and gibbous back. The name aibbarta we’ 
find also giveu unto one kind of Greenland whales; but this 
of ours seemed not to answer the whale of that description; 
but was more agreeable unto the ¢rwmpo or spermaceti whale, 
according to the account. of our Greenland deseri ed in 
Purchas; and maketh the third among the eight re. harkable 
Ww hales of that coast.” 
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The subject now remained settled, or laid dormant, for 
over twenty years, when it was revived in an article published 
- in the Providence Journal for Feb. 16 1880. - The writer*of 
_ this quotes from the Charter the clause in which the word 
. oceurs, then says, that “one of onr delegation in Congress 
consu'ted Prof. Baird, of the Smithsonian Institution, the 
accomplished Commissioner of the Fisheries who knows all 
about the fishes, but was unable to solye the question. After 
consulting the best accessible authorities, Prof. Baird referred. 
it to Prof. Trumbull, of Hartford, who knows, probably, 
more than any other living man about the mee antiquities 
‘ and those.of our Colonial history.” 

This writer appends Prof. Trumbull’s reply i in full to his 
article. This, with the exception of the concluding paragraph 
which is entirely of a personal nature, and does not concern 
ug, will now be given. The additional facts, herein presented 
will fill the breaks necessarily left in the main article, and 
so excuse the length of the latter.quotation. 


f ; 


) Hartford, Feb..1, 1880. 
Dear Prof. Baird: - eee 
Your query of Jan. 29th, just now comes to hand. Isn’t 

that troublesome dubertus rhodinsulensis satisfactorily dispo- 

sed of yet? More than twenty-one years ago (in November, 

1858 ), the Rev. S. C. Newman, , of Pawtucket, questioned 

Prof. Agassiz on the subject. His reply was, that having 

looked in the only work in which he supposed the desired 

information was likely to be found — Nemnich’s Polyglotten 

Lexicon — he could only say that it did not even contain the 

name.‘ Dubertus.” The correspondence, so far unsatisfac- 








tory, was printed in the Providence Journal, Dec. 9th. The 
7 ees 
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next day the Hon. Albert G. Greene wrote to the Jounal ‘ 
that “before and at the time of the granting of the Charter 
of Rhode Island, ‘ Dubertus’ was the word used to distin- 
guish the sperm whale from the common or right whale,” 
and referred for his authority to the description given’ by Sir 
Thomas Browne “ of the spermaceti whale,” which “ marin ‘rs 
( who are not the best nomenclators ), called a Jubartas or 
rather Gibbartas. Mr. Greene came very near being-right, 
and undoubtedly was right in identifying the “ Dubertus” 
of the Charter with the “Jubartas” or “ Gibbartas” of the 
old whale fishermen; but he was wrong on the main point that 
either “ Jubartas ” or “ Dubertus ” was a distinctive name of 
the sperm whale, except by a “ vulgar error” of the Norfolk 
mariners, who, as Sir. Thomas Browne understood; are ni > 
the best nomenclators.” The “ Jubartas,” Gibbartas,” o: 
“ Gubartas” — as the name which by an error of the Engros- 
sine Clerk, appears as “Dubertus” in the Rhode Island 
Charter, was varionsly written by naturalists nm the seventeen- 
th century -— was a fin-back, the “ Balena Nove Anglie,” 
as Klein calls it, the “Jupitervisch” of the Dutch whalers, 
Balenoptera Jubartes of Lacepede. (The name I heard for 
it was, I think, Stbbaldius . Tuberosus — but this was a year 
or two ago, and it may have been rechristened a dozen-times 
since then). The name, however, has been applied to more 
than one species of fin-back — for naturalists, when dealing 
with cetacea, were not, in the last centary, much, better 
“ nomenclators ” than the English mariners; but it has always 
heen restricted to the Balenopteride, and: has never desig- 
nated any species of either sperm or right whales. 

The history of the name is curious. Rondelet ( De: Pisci- 
bus, lib. xvi., p. 482) gives a figure of a “Balena Vera” 
(drawn from life, he says ) which “ theWwhale-fishers of Sain- 
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tonge call Gibbar, a Gibbero Dorso, that is, raised. in a hump, 
on which is the fin.” From this provincial name came 
Gibbartas, Gubartas, Jubart, Jubartes, Jupiter, and half a 
dozen other corruptions, introduced first among mariners, and 
afterwards adopted or recognized as synomyms by naturalists, 
and distributed among three or fuur different species. : 

Lacepede, under Balenoptera Jubartes, includes Balena 
Boops, ( Gmellin ), and “ probably, the Sulphur-bottom, of 
tlie west coast of North America;” the Jubartes of Klein, and 
the Jupiter Fisch, deseribed by Anderson, as well as Balena 
Jubarte of Bonnaterre ( Eng. Meth. ). 

Klein ( Misc. Pisce. 11, 13 ) says that the whale-catchers 
have conupted the name of the Jupiter or Piscis Jovis, to 
Jubartes, which is reversing the actual provess of corruption. . - 
He calls this the “ whale of New England.” 

Anderson, cited by Lacepede, in Nachrichten Von Island, 
Grenland, etc., p. 220, describes “the Jupiter or Jupiter- 
fisch.” “as a kind of fin-fish, saying that its name, without 
doubt, comes from that of Gubartes or Gibbartas, which 
has been given it by others,” and which is itself a corruption 

.of the Biscayan Gibbar. : 

But Lacepede makes. “ Balena Nodosa,” “ Humpback 
whale of the English,” and Balena Gibbosa,” the whales of 
New England, and refers to Bonnaterre, who separates 
Le Gibbar, Engl. Fin-Fish, from La Jubarte B. Boops. 
Between Gibbar and Gibbosa, Jupiter and Gubartus, the 
things get rather mixed. 

Crants, i in his history of Greenland ( Engl. Transl. Vol. I. 
p- 110 ) describes “the Jupiter-whale, which the Spanish 
whale-fishers call more properly ‘“ Gubartas,” or “ Gibbar,” 


from a protuberance, Gibbero, which grows towards the tail, 
besides the fin.” 
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Returning to the “Dutertus ” of the Charter, Scnator 
/ nthony will see how easy it was for an engrossing clerk to 
mistake the inital “ G ” in seventeenth century chancery hand 
‘fora “D,” in an unfamiliar name. A more troubleséme 
‘mistake was made by the engraver of the seal of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay Company, which obliged Gov. Winthrop always 
to describe himself, in’ official papers, cis Governor of the 
Hirt a0 | of Mattachusetts Bay, ete. ; 

Very ‘Truly Yours, 
J. Hammoxp TRUMBULL. 


Thus, itis hoped, is settled for the third and last time this 
. perplexing question. 


We have a'so been favored with several correspondents 
upon the subject cf the “ Lubertus.” As the article of 
Dr. Clark’s seemes to» cover the whole ground, we have 
not considered it necessary to print them in connection with 
this paper, as they raise no new points. But our thanks are 
tendered them, however, for the interest which they have 
shown in the matter. The Editor. -- 


Tn Answer to our Query, who was Joseph Congdon; Mis. 
'C..E. Robinson, of Waketield, R. 1., writes; “1 think he was 
che son of James, and grand-son of Benjamin Congdon. He 
was born April 20, 17 33 and was by James and hha second 
wife Margeret Eldred. Besides son Jonathan, and daughter 
Phebe,. he had a son Joseph, who married for his second wife 
Deborah, daughter of Benjamin Rodman. This Joseph 
Congdon, built early inthe present centary the house where 
‘ohn C. and Mary A. Hazard, now lives, and where Rowland 
G. Hazard, lived for many years. . 
2. Danicl Babeock, born Dee. 22, 1700, was, I think son 
ex George and Elizabeth Babcock. The father of George, 
as ss Juhn, who was born 1644, and died 1685. and was son 
of James and Sarah Babcock. 





THE RECORD OF OLD SMITHFIELD. 
: 1732 to 1850. | 


By the Editor. 
Continued from Vol. V1., page 300. 
N 


MARRAIGES. 


Nap Anne, and Misha Carpenter Remff, Apr. 15, 1781. 

Nason Rebecca, and Joseph Fisher, Sept. 8, 1746. 

Newell Elisha, and Susanna Ballou; m. by William Arnold, 

” Justice, Dec. 26, 1738, 

Elizabeth, and Philip Mowry Jr., Oct. 28, 1762. 

Jonathan, of Joseph, late of Attleborough, Mass., 
dec.; and Dinah’ Mowry, widow of Jonathan 
Harris; m. by Daniel Mowry Jr., Justice, April 
12, 1772. 

Benjamin, of Joseph, and Leah Sayles, of David; 
m. by Stephen Arnold, Justice, Aug. 13, 1775. 

Simeon, of Benjamin, and Rachel Sayles, of John 
Jr., and Ruth; m. by Samuel Man, Justice, Mar. 

_ 28, 1819. 

$i yles C., and Caroline K.:- Harris; m. at Thompson, 

Conn., by Vernon Stiles, Justice, Mar 10, 1846. 


ae 


“ 
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Newhall Hannah, and William H. Thrasher, Oct. 17, 1845. 
Newland Sarah, and John Chillson, Oct. 20, 1787. 
Newman Thomas, and Sarah Pain; m. by Daniel Mowry, Jr., 
Justice, Nov. 22, 1766. 
+ William, of Thomas, dee. ad Mary Ballou, of 
Capt. Benjamin; m. by Thomas Man, Justice, 
Feb. 14, 1802. 
Nichols Stephen, and. Abigail Peters; m. by Daniel Mowry 
Jr., Justice, Apr. 1, 1759, 
Julianna, and Moses Cleveland; Jan. 1, 1826. 
Phebe Ann, and Dean Nickerson, Jan. 14,1833. 
Sarah, and Mark Aldrich, Dee. 25, 1834. 
Mary Ann, and Stephen 8. Nichols, Sept. 13, 1840. 
i tephen S. of Smithfield, son of John, and Mary 
Aun Nichol, widow, formerly Stone; m. by George 
F. Jenckes, Justice, Sept. 13, 1840. 
Angeline, and Robert’ Markham, Apr. 11, 1841. 
Lydia A. and Lyman T. Eastman, Apr. 25, 1841. 
Lydia N. and Lyman T, Eastman, May 19, 1841, 
’ Nickerson Dean, of Smithfield, and Phebe Ann Nichols, of 
Bunrillville; m. by Henry S, Scott, Justice, 
Jan. 14, 1833. 
Horace M. and Sarah W. Brown; m. by Rev. 
Henry Waterman, June 9, 1839, 
Nancy Ann, and Sylvan Arnold, Oct..6, 1840. 
Dean, of Pawtucket, and Betsey White, of Smith- 
field; m. by Rev. Warren Li: coln, Oct. 20, 1850, 
Niles Jeremiah, and Mary Elizabeth Hastings; m. by Rev. 
T. A. Taylor, May 17, 1842. 
Northrup George, and Ann F. Barton, m. by Rev, D. L. 
McGeer, Aug. 6, 1848. 
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Charles F., of Sylvester, of Scituate, and Matilda 
A. hindeet, of William, of Smithfield; m. by 
Rev. Mowry Phillips, July 1, 1849. 

« Nathaniel C., of Sylvester, of An onal Emma 
Lindsey, of William, of Smithfield; m. by Rev. 
Mowry Phillips, July 4, 1849. 

“Rebecca Jane, and Danforth Weaver, Jan. 21, 

: 1850. 

“ Sarah Ann, and William B. Bailey, Nov. 24, 1850. 

Nox Elizabeth, and James Walling, Mar. 24, 1751. 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 


Newell Lydia, of Be1.jamim and Leah, Oct. 19, 1775 


« Joseph, ff 4 ~ Oct. 30, 1777 

“ Sayles C., of Simon, July 2, 1819 
“> — QGaroline K. his wife, daughter of 

Benjamin Harris. Aug. 18, 1824 

Newman Nathaniel, of Thomas and Sarah, Feb. 15, 1767 

é“ Jeremiah, 9 * Sept. 27, 1772 

as William, fs 4 Dec. -26, 1777 

“ Lyman, of William and Mary, Aug. 14, 1804 

«  <Benjamm, “ 3 Oct. 12, 1810 

“s William, % ff Feb. 3, 1813 






O 


MARRIAGES. 





Owtley Nathan D., of J ~~ of Thompson, Conn., and Nancy 
A. Brownell, of Smithfield, dbighiten os Joseph 
m. by Rev. Mowry Phillips, Dee. 31, 1848. 
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O’Grady Elizabeth, and James. Whitaker, Nov. 3, 1850. 
Olney Tabitha, and Mannariah Kelley, May 19, 1748. 
“James, and Ann Medbury; m. by Thomas Lapham, 
Justice, June 2, 1754. 
Keziah, and Edmund Jenckes Jan. 4, 1756. 
Levina, and Jeremiah Smith, Oct. 4, 1759. 
Sarah. and’Charles Hawkins, Sept. 4, 1760. 
Abraham, and Esther Young; m. by Jabez Harris, 
Justice, Sept. 27, 1761. 
Freelove, and Simeon Arnold, Jan. 19, 1772. 
Deborah, and Izreal Arnold, Sept. 28, 1775. 
Aana, and Stephen Appleby, Mar. 8, 1792. 
Esther, and Charles Applepy, Feb. 13, 1803. 
Mrs. Harriet, and Asa White, July 21, 1839. 
© Dexter, of Foster, R. I., and Ruth M. Mathewson, 
of Smithfield; m. by Nicholas S. Winsor, Justice, 
Nov. 14, 1841. 
Lydia, and William G. R. Mowry, Nov. 30, 1846. 
“ — Doreas, and Augustus Q. Mowry, Feb. I, 1348. 
" “‘Ossiel Susannah, aid J oni While, July 17, 1780. 
Owen Presilla, and Aaron Dorr, May 19, 1748. 
« Drusilla, and Aaron Davrond, May 19, 1743. 
“- Daniel, and Hannah Angell; m. by Thomas Steere, 
Justice, Aug. 15, 1756. 


Note. No birth or death ree soiled under this letter. 


( To be continued in our next. ) 











TWO EARLY 
- RHODE ISLAND STEAM-BOATS, 


Note. By particular request we republish the following 
interesting statements concerning two early steam propelled 
boats, that were built in Rhode Island waters and by parties 
natives, or then living in the State. These extracts were 
first published in the “ Transactions of the Rhode Island 

- Society for the Encouragement of Domestie Industry, 1858, 
1861.” ©The matter was collected and arranged by the Hon. 
Elisha Dyer, the President of the Society. The Transactions 
contain also much other interesting historical matter collected 

by the gentleman. 


































I 


Exiau OrmsBee’s SteamM—Boat. 





I. Sevesianiee oF Capt. Jonn H. ORMsBEE. 






“ About the year 1794, perhaps 1796, Elijah Ormsbee, 
born in Rehoboth, Mass., and residing in Providence, R. I. 
where he learned the trade of a house carpenter, — a man of 
much ingenuity and mechanical skill, having been employed 


at his trade in Albany or Lansingburg, on the Hudson river, 
8 
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’ 
and having seen the diffeutties of navigating that river in the 
craft of those days, — conceived the Glen, as he informed 
others in the presence of the writer of this, that if vessels 
could be constructed to be propelled by steam power, the 
difficulties of navigating the Hudson would be done away 
with; he having accasionally been employed at the ore bed in 
Cranston, where steam power was applied to. pump the water 
fromthe mine, while the ore was raised from the shaft by 
oxen. Mr. Ormsbee undertook to apply the power of steam 
toa boat. To effect this, he: obtained from Messrs Clark & 

Nightingale, the loan of # long boat, belonging, to the best 
of my recollection, to: the ship Abigail, then lying in Provi- 
dence. This boat he tock to a retired place about three and 
wv half miles from Providence, known as Winsor’s-cove. A 
copper still, of from one hundred to two hundred gallons 

‘apacity, owned by Colonel Ephraim Bowen, used by lim in 

‘his distillery in the south part of the town for the distilling 
of herbs’ was also loaned him by Colonel Bowen. The cylin- 
der and castings were cast at Pawtucket, I believe at the 
furnace of the Wilkinsons. “All the wood work and most-of 
the wrought iron work was done by himself in a shop near 
the cove Alive the boat lay. This cove was selected for its 
little exposure to. travellers by land or water, that he-might 

not be disturbed at his work, and in case of his want of sue- 
cess in his undertaking, he would not: be subject to the deri- 
sion of the community. He, however, succeeded in getting 

his machinery in operation, and on a pleasant evening in the — 
autumn, he ieft Winsor’s cove in the first boat propelled by 
steam that ever floated on the waters of Narragansett bay 
and Providence river, and arrived in-safety at the~ Lower 

Wharf, so called, in Providence. The nextday; he left:in 

the boat for Pawtucket, to show his Friends in that village, 












TWO EARLY TSEAMBOATS. 


the success that had attended his enterprise. At etnibie 
the boat remained a day or two, and then returned to Provi- 
dence. At Providence he employed several days in going 
down and up the river, and experiments onthe management 

of the machinery. The writer of this accompanied him to 


_ steer the boat. Having been accustomed to a boat from ten 


years. of age, and then being twelve or over, 1 was competent 
with good watching to do that duty, while Mr. Ormshee 
oceupied himself in making such improvements in the ma- 
chinery as could be done in so limited a space. The steam 
power. was not applied to elevate and depress the piston rod, 
as was done by Watts; of this mode, I have understood, that 
he knew nothing. The steam was applied to raise the piston, 
and then the steam being condensed by ¢old water, the piston 
turned by atmosphere pressure. In this way, the paddles of 
the boat, at her sides, were moved forward and aft, no whee!s 
being used, but upright paddles which did not lift out of the. 
water, but when moved forward they closed, and when moved 
aft;they expanded their whole width, being to the best of my - 
recollection about eighteen to twenty-four inches wide. The 
progress of the boat was from three to four miles per hour 
in’ smooth water, and if wheels had been substituted for 
paddles, would probably have increased her speed to five or 
six miles per hour. But the poverty of her constructor and 
inventor prevented him from making improvements, and hav- 
ing no Livingstone to assist him, his embryo prospects were 
destroyed, and he returned the still to the distillery and the 
boat to the owner. 

At his leisure Soin. he constructed a miniature boat, hid 
four feet long, with two wheels on each side, which could be ~ 
put in motion by hand, the hand moving the machinery in 
the place of steam. This miniature boat, I have been informed, 
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was stolen or taken from him; but for what purpose was not 
known, as it was. not heard of, after the boat had been taken 





away. | 
Mr. Ormsbee was employed by Colonel Ephraim Bowen, 


to apply:steam power for the pumping out of the vats at his 
distillery, for filling the stills, &&. ‘The power of steam was 
from that generated in the stills, and while he could attend 

‘to it personally, the steam did its work very well; but in his 
absenee, as no one understood as he did the management, it 
did not operate so well, and: 1 believe it was given up after 
six or twelve months trial, and Mr. Ormsbee returned-to his 
occupation as a carpenter. 

But his mind still ran on inventions for usefulness: He 
obtained a patent for a hzand engine. The certi ieate of his 
patent is in my possession, but it did not answer his ex secta- 
tion. And in the time of the war with England, 1812, to 
1815, he turned his attention to power looms, by which he 
was enabled to obtain a support for his family. Peace taking 
place, a more perfect loom was introduced, and he turned his 
attention to the making of sash. The tools he used, or ma- 
chinery for mortising and cutting tenons, he kept to himself, 
and his tools and machinery for sash were his last attempt.” 


In a-kind note under date of August 28th, 18C0, from 
Captain, Martin Page, he says, speaking of Mr. Ormsbee’s 
steamboat. “ T have never been able to find out the year it 
were built. * * * * The inventor had not the maans to per- 
fect it, and at. was given up. * * * * LT sailed for India in 
the vear 1791, December © Och, returned May 17th, 1794. 
On my return, | heard something said about Ormsbec’s steam- 
boat. IT think it must have been built in the year 1792 or 
1793, before he invented the spring’ stuttle.” . 








TWO EARLY STEAMBOATS. 
; “N 


II. SraTrEMENT oF JEREMIAH CHILDs. 


Jeremial. Childs, born December 10th, 1768, stated 

‘“‘ Ormsbee applied side wheels, turned by steam power, to a 
common whale boat, but could ‘not make any great degree 
of speed. Christopher Crapon gave me five dollars for caulk- 
ing her. I would as lief undertake to caulk a board fence, 
and worked there only half'a day. Somebody said he had 
nothing but a tea-kettle for a boiler; but there must have 
heen something else. 

Elijah Ormsbee was a very ingenious man, and invented 
looms. He made a boat to go by steam, which was about 
eighteen feet long. When steamboats came here, we used 
to say, we had seen such power before. He came from 
Seekonk. * * * * The family belonged t to Providence, and 
built the house at the corner of Main and Wickenden streets.” 


Ill. Srarement or James Satspury. 

’ 

Mr. James Salsbury states the following facts. “ That 
about 17$4, Elijah Ormsbee procured a ship’s longboat from 
Clark and Nightingale, and a small boiler from a still-house 
down town, from Colonel Ephraim Bowen. The engine was 
of his own construction. He used neither the wheel,-nor- 
screw, but the duck’s foot principle, closed like a book when 
passing through the water forward, and opened and expanded 
when pressed aft: 

Elijah Crmsbee was the first man who applied steam to 
propel vessels, She was a side-paddle boat. My father 
had a side wheel boat, the wheels being made to turn with a 
crank, which was fastened to something like a hub, in the 
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centre of the wheel, and went clean across, from side to side. 
There were boxes over the wheels, to keep the water from 
. flying. It was laid up in our garret for many years, but one 
| day I put it in order, and went off and used it. The objet 
of it was to paddle close up to water fowl. My father got 
the idea of this, from Mr. Ormsbee’s boat; but that a kettie,— 
tea-kettle was the phrase we used, — by which he applied 
steam and obtained the power to turn the wheels. He had 
some kind of a engine, I cannot tell what it was.” 









1V. Statement oF Coun. Jonn S. Enpy. 






{ 


Col. John S. Eddy, said, “ 1 went with my father, when I 
é-was Mr. 

Ormsbee with a canoe, with a kettle in it raising steam to 
propel it. This was sixty-four years ago, in 1794. He did 
not build it on Kettle Point, but went down there to get-out 
of the sight.of people. He worked first on a canoe, dyg out 
of a fog, and afterwards applied it to a long boat. We used 
to talk a great deal, when steamboats first came into use, 
about Elijah Ormsbee’s getting up such a thing, a great while 
hefore. 1 do not recollect what was in the boat; but when 
tinkering with it, he said he meant to make her go by steam; 

and Tvhave no doubt that he did make her go by steam. 

Elijah Ormsbee made the first boat propelled by steam in 

America. He was the first inventor of the power loom. He 
made half a dozen of them to go up to Blackstone factory. 
1 understood that Elijah Ormsbee made them. They are not 
in existence now. He was inventing all the time, and as soon 
as he got through with one invention, whether to fail or to 


















t ° 
succeed, he went into another.” 
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V. SrateMent oF Davip WILKINESON. 



























“Qn my way home from Hope furnace, I called at the 
Ore bed, in Cranston, and found Mr Ormsbee, (1 think Elijah,) 
of Providence, repairing the large steam engine, which raised 
the water seventy-two feet from the bottom of the ore pits. 

: The engine was made with the main cylinder open at the top, 
and the piston raised with a large balance lever, as the news 

of the cap on the cylinder by Boulton & Watt had not yet 
come to this: country when that engine was built. Mr. 
Ormsbee told me he had been reading of a boat being put in 
operation by steam, at the city of Philadelphia, and if I would 
go home with him and build ‘the engine, he would build a 
steamboat. I went home and made my patterns, cast and 
bored the cylinder, and made the wrought iron work, and 

- Ormsbee hired a large boat of John Brown, belonging to one 

_ of his large India ships — should think about twelve tons. 
1 told him of two plans of paddles, one I called the flutter 
wheel and the other, the goose foot paddle. We made the 

- goose foot, to open and shut with hinges, as the driving 
power could be much cheaper applied than the paddle wheel. 
After we had got the boat nearly done, Charles Robbins made 
a pair of paddle wheels, and attached them to a small skiff, 
and run about with a crank, by hand power. After having 
the steamboat in operation, we exhibited it near Providence, 

) between the two bridges; I think, while the bridges were 
being built. After our frolic was over, being short of funds, 

we hauled the boat up and gave it over. 

About this time, a young man called on me, and wished 
to see the boat, and remained a day or two examining all the 
works. He told me his name was Daniel French, from 
Connecticut. 1 never knew where he came from, nor where he 
went. 
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‘ome three or four years after we laid our boat by, I was 
at New York and saw some work commenced at Fulton’s 
Works, ‘or steamboat shafts, and saw a small] steaml o%t in 
North river, built by Col. John Stevens, of Hoboken. 1 went 
~ over to his place, and saw his boring mill. 1 thought he was 
ahead of Fulton, as an inventor. 

in the winter of 1814 - 15, hearing of a trial which was 
coming on before the Legislature of New Jersey, betwee 
Robat Fulton and Col. Ogden, of New Jersey, I had the 
euriosity to attend — as Lalways thought it singular that 
the idea of the paddle-wheel should strike two persons so, at 
the same time, at such a distance apart; yet I knew so simple 
athing might happen. I learned in Trenton, that Fulton 
had said he made the draft of the wheel in London. The 
ease In court was managed for Ogden, by Hopkinson and 
‘ outhard; and for Fulton, by Emmet and Sampson. I, being 
a stranger there, was in the crowd to learn what 1] could. 
After the: trial was over, — in company with Emmet, Samp- 
son, Fulton, and others, — I took stage for New York; and, 
in the midst of an extremely heavy snow-storm, wallowed ovr 
way along as far as Jersey City, where we found all the 
houses full, and no mail had cressed to New York, for two 
days. Fulton, Emmet and Sampson took a boat, with four 
oarsmen, and got over by crossing the cakes of floating ice, 
and launching the boat several times. The boat returned 
with General Brown and suite. The next boat took me with 
several others. Not long after I arrived: home, I saw an 
nccount of Fulton’s death. 

About the year 1840, 1] was on the railroad from Utiea to 
Albany, with an aged gentleman in the cars, and the subject 
of steam power came up, when 1 informed him of my early 
nequaint.ace with steam power, &. Heawas a well informed 
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man, and I think, had been a member of the Assembly. He ' 
said, he thought more credit had been given to Fulton, than 
was his due; that Col. John Stevens was more deserving than 
Fulton. I told him, I never thought Fulton an inventor, 
but simply a busy collector of other people’s inventions. 
“‘ Well,” replied the gentleman, “I always said so, and he - 
would never have succeeded had it not been for Daniel 
French.” “ What do you mean by Daniel French?” I asked. 
“Why a Yankee,” said he, “ that Fulton kept locked up for 
six months, making drafts for him.” 

The name of Daniel French, burst on my ears for the first 


time, for forty-nine years, and almost Sraynined some mys- 
teries.” 


VI. A Sketcu Me. Ormsser’s Lire. 


Elijah Ormsbee was a native of Rehoboth, Mass. He was 


one of the eleven children (ten sons and a daughter, ) of 
Daniel Ormsbee, of that town. The time of his birth can be 
fixed by no record. After receiving such an education as 
town schools in those days afforded, he came to Providence 
to learn the business of a house carpenter. For this purpose, 
he served an apprenticeship with Abel Allen, who lived, at 
the time of his death, on the soath side of Church street. 
After his apprenticesbip, and probably after working as a 
journeyman for some time, he set up business for himself as 
a master carpenter. Several of his brothers followed the 
same business, among whom was Caleb, who built the beauti- 
ful meeting house that formerly stood where the house of the 
Benevolent Congregational Society now stands, and also the 
house now occupied by John Carter Brown, Esq., and many 
other buildings “ that period, which now adorn the city. 
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The partial success of Mr. Elijah Ormsbee is ninth’ in 
the fact, that he built, aud occupied with his family, the 
house at the corner of South Main and Wickenden streets. 
His shop, in 1815, stood on what is now called Bridge street, 
deriving its name from the bridge in it, that crossed the 
creck commuiicating with Mile End Cove, between Wicken-" 
den street and Fox Point Hill. ‘The cove disappeared years 
ago, and the bridge, which was large -enough to give-name 
to a street, exists now in an underground culvert. This shop 
Was swept away by the “gale of 1815, ” with all its contents, 
— tools, drawings and papers. Ik 
Mr. Ormsbee was married three Sint. His first wife, was 
Betsey Ide, of Seekonk; his second, Lydia Mitchell, of Provi- 
dence; and his third, Abby Perry, daughter of Sylvanus 
Peony, a Killigly, Carn., wlo is rew livirg.[ 61 J atthe 
age of cighty-eight years. The last marriage took place at Kill- 
ingly, the ceremony being performed by the Rev. Mr. Atkins: 
of that place. He had by his last wife, nine children, two 
only of whom are now living. He also had two. children by 
one of his other na both “of whom died before he did. 
Mr. Ormsbee diced in January, 1820, and his body was inter- 
red in the North Burial Ground without a stone to mark its 
resting place. 
T baidaiplumnt his life he followed the business of a binse 

carpenter; most of the time in Providence, aud its immediate 
vicinity. Ihave found but few of his cotemporaries living, 
and few of these knew him personally. But he is recollected 
as a man fond of reading, especially books on mechanics, — 
seeking information from all sources which were open to him. 
He was naturally a very ingenious man, and one who was’ 
inclined to reduce to practical use the knowledge of every 
kind which he had acquired. 2 
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Tn March, 1798, he obtained from the United States a 
a patent for a fire engine. This ‘was the earliest patent for 
any invention to a citizen of Rhode Island. It was found 
too heavy to be moved up and down the hills of Providence, 
and never came into general use. 

By a short residence on the shores of the Hudson river, he 
became aware of the difficulties attending river navigation. 
Working at the Ore bed. Cranston, he witnessed the power of 

“steam, and then came the idea that the difficulties of the one 
could be overcome by the power of the other, — then the 
attemjt to reduce it to practice. There is no reason. to 
believe that this was not the logic of his mind and hands and 
that he is to be looked upon .as an oniginal inventor of the 

- propulsion of vessels by steam. ~ It is altogether improbable 

. that he had ever ‘heard that Jonathan Hull had published, 

in 1787, a description of “A new invented machine for 
carrying vessels or ships out, or into any harbor or port or 
river, against wind and tide, or in a calm;” or that Abbe 

Arnal had proposed. to apply the power of the steam engine 

on board a vessel in 1781; or that the Marquis of Juffroy, 
in 1782, had constructed a steamboat at Lyons; or that James 

Rumsey had perfected a steamboat in 1784, on the Potomac, 

and another after that year in London, to be propelled by 
forcing water by steam power, through a trunk in the bottom 

of the boat; or that John Fitch, both before and after 1784, 

had propelled a boat by steam power, applied to paddles at 
the sides and stern} or that Fulton had matured a plan for 
moving a boat by steam, which he proposed to communicate 
to Lord Stanhope, as appears by a letter from Lord Stanhope 
to him, dated October, 7th, 1794, and of which he made, | 
as it is said, drawings, at Torbay, in 1793, suggesting the 
use of wheels and not paddles, — although as late as 1802, 
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he ( Fulton, ) was experimenting at Plonbieres, with boards 
on endless chains, after this mode of applying steam power 
had been proved defective by Des Blanes, in October, 1802; 
and afterwards in the winter of 1802 —3, applied wheels 
again to a working model boat, and subsequently to boats of 
all sizes; or that Dr. Franklin had demonstrated that a vessel 
could not be propelled by wheels at its sides. 1 say there 
is not the most distant probability that Mr. Ormsbee had 
ever heard of these varied and repeated attempts to, make 
steam propel vessels, or of any of the many other ‘projects for 
the same purpose. He reasoned the matter out as others did, 


He tried the experiment by using paddles of a peculiar con- 


struction, which he afterwards abandoned and placed wheels 
in their stead, on a model boat, which was secretly taken 
fron him, but by whom, or when, or for what purpose, is 
now, and must probably ever remain a mystery. His boat, 
with her duck-foot paddles, made r peated excursions in-our 
harbor, and was the first to plough its waters by the power 
of steam. The efficiency of the paddles was apparent: the 
boat’ was dismantled, the engine removed, and the boiler 
returned. to its owner. The new model to be operated by 
wheels, was-constructed, but his means were exhausted in its 
construction, and it passed to other hands, as before stated. 
Disheartened by his only partial suecess — the wants of a 
growing family pressing heavily upon him.— his attention — 
was fore ed to more remunerative engagements. 

During the war of 1812, and the measures that preceded 
it, the manufacture of cotton in Providence and its vicinity, 
was recelving great attention. From the statistics of this 
manufacture, made in 1812 it appears that there were within 


thirty miles from Providence, sixty-eight cotton mills, then 


— 
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running 48,034 spindles, but large enough to run when filled 
with machinery, 99,714 spindles. 

Previous to the year 1815, all the cloth made from tlie 
yarn produced by these spindles, was woven by hand. The 
yarn: was. sent in all directions into families, and there woven. 
This course of proceeding was tedious, slow, uncertain, and 
very inauspicious for the manufacturer. Yankee ingenuity 
was taxed for the invention of a power loom. The genius of 
Mr. Ormsbee met the demand. Between 1812 and 1815, he . 
made a loom, which was introduced into use at Olneyville 
and afterwards at Blackstone. Amother ingenious mechanic 
of Providence, John Thorp, also invented a power loom. 
wbout the same time. These were superseded about the year 
1816 or 1817, by the introduction of the Scotch loom, so 
that neither Ormsbee nor Thorp received any grect returhs 
of honors or profits from their inventions. 

After this, Mr. Ormsbee turned his attention to the inven- 
tion of tools and machinery.to be used in his own business.as 
a carpenter. He perfected a mortising and tenon machine, 
for. window sashes, the use of which he retained to himself, 
by. operating it in aroom which he kept locked. This. and 
his ordinary business, yielded him and his family atipport 
during the rest of his life. 

It is seldom that men situated in life like Elijah Ormsbee, 
ever.receive an adequate reward, either in honor or profits, 
for their labors and inventions. Among their cotemporaries 
they are looked upon as dreamers, and unless success attend 
them, they are usually forgotten almost as soon as they die. 
If they prove successful, and are able to perfect some inven. 
tion of. public utility, their names are handed to future gene- 
‘vations. Their success has frequently grown out of the aid 
which they received from others. Fulton, unaided, might 




















386 THE NARRAGANSETT LISTORICAL REGISTER. ; 






have Creamed out the application of st2am as a propeller of 
vessels; he might have seen every part of the necessary ma- 
-ehinery with his minds eye; he might even have made a model 
of it all, and yet he might have died unknown. 
It is rare to find inventive genius and persevering industry 
combined in the sanie person. Genius will not abide the slow 
progressive steps of industry, while embodying its conceptions. 
It will Hit to other fields for new discoveries. But it is stil] 
_more rare, to find genius and industry combined with the 
_ necessary pecuniary means of carrying their designs into 
practice. Shall we then do homage té the inventive faculty, 
_ only when it is accompanied with industry and wealth and 
crowned with success? What were industry and wealth with- 
_ out it? Genius is the spirit that animates the lifeless form 
of the others, — the power. from which they derive their 
_ efficiency. Elijah Ormsbee should not be forgotten or un- 
_ honored, Had the adventitious aid of wealth or patronage 
been his, he might have been the Fulton of his age. 


The greater part of the foregoing facts has been obtained 
from the widow of Mr. Ormsbee, and from the written state- 
ments of Col. John 8. Eddy, James Salsbury, and Jeremiah 
Childs, on file in the records of the Rhode Island Society for 
the Encouragement of Domestic Industry, which were obtain- 
ed by Gov. Dyer, while President of the Society, in 1858. 
So much of these statements as relate praticularly to. Mister 
Ormsbee, together with statements furnished me by Captain 
John H. Ormsbee and Martin Page, are annexed. “They 
contain many particulars not before alluded to. It will be 
found, that they differ’ from one another, as the statements 
of honest men will differ, when referring to things wliich 
ook place near half a century before 
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- I. Davm Grirve’s PRopELLEr Boar. 


Mr. Grieve had his attention directed towards the employ- 
ment of means to navigate vessels against the force of eur- 
rents, without the aid of sails or the exertion of human power, 

“by means of machinery, as early-as the year 1800. On the 
24th. of February, 1801, he received a patent from the 
United States, forthe “ discovery that boats, or other craft, 
may be made to ascend rivers against the entire force of the 
current, by virtue of the action of the same upon wheels and 
other machinery.” This is the language of the patent itself. 
The specification attached to it, describes “the principle” 
which he had invented, as follows. “ By. actual experiment, 
T have ascertained that the motive . power, or force of a cur- 
rent, stream or tide of water in a river, may be applied to 
machinery in various ways, so as to cause a boat, or any other 
craft floating upon water, to ascend, or go up a river against 
the entire force of the current, stream, or tide of water, by 
virtue of .said current, stream or tide, acting upon wheels . 
and other machinery placed in, upon, and attached to said 
boat or craft.” This is. claimed “ as a thing not before 
known or practiced, as also the machinery described by the 
drawings and explanations lodged in the office of the depart- 
ment-of State, which machinery I made use of to ascertain 
the above mentioned fact.” 6m ; 

It is very evident, that the claim set up in ¢he patent, 
according to the terms used .to describe it, could never be 
substantiated. If it means that the current, stream, or tide, 
is the only motive power used to move the machinery and 

the boat containing it against the course of the current, it is- 
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vest evidantly what never has, and never can be done. Mr 
Grieve was a man of too much common sense to pretend to 
such a thing. He must have contemplated some power to 
give motion to the machinery, and that the current acting 
upon machinery in motion, would propel a boat against the 
eurrent. If he did not mean this, we can only say, that the 
claim is absurd on the very face of it. If the drawings of 
the machinery, which were deposited in the department of > 
State, had not been destroyed, we have no doubt they would 
explain the patent as we have done. 

Mr. Grieve made two boats to be moved on this principle. 
The first, was an old second-hand long boat, called a Moses- 
boat. Mr. Jeremiah Child saw it in the Seekonk river, with 
four men in it, three of whom were traveling on_a wheel, 
trying to turn a serew which made the boat move at a slow 
rate. Col. John S. Eddy saw a small boat, with a serew fixed 
in it, turned by a-crank. Mr. James Salisbury saw this boat 
also. Mr. S. 8. Southworth says that Mr. Grieve applied his 
invention, at first, to a ship’s pinnace, and experimented with 
her in the cove, where her machinery was operated by four 
lads stationed on a herizontal: wheel m the centre of it, who 
pushed against stanchions, moving the. wheel on which they 
stood. This wheel operated on two shafts, that projected 
from the stern of the boat, to which spiral screws of heavy 
sheet lead were attached. The screws were beneath. the 
surface of the water, and propelled) the boat at the rate of 
from six to eight miles per hour. By the documents referred 
to us, we are unable to fix the time whenthis boat, or these 
boats, — if more than one, — were in use, any nearer than . 
that it was before the building of “ The Experiment.” 

Mr. Varnum Wilkinson, now living, [ 1858 } built “ ‘The 

he thinks in 1809 or +810. It was between 





Ex oeriment,” 
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fifty and sixty feet long, from sixteen to twenty feet beam, 
and three feet deep, from the top of the horizontal wheel-to 
the keelson. This wheel was stepped on the keelson. On 
the under edge were iron cog teeth, which geared into a 
pinion, and which was also geared into other wheels on tle 
ends of two shafts, one on each side of the boat, which exten- 
ded beyond, or to the stern of the boat, diverging from each 
other. On the outer end of each of these shafts, was a screw 
about three feet in diameter. Motion was given to the hori- 
zontal wheel, and through the gearing to the screws, by 
horses treading on it. Col. Eddy did some work on this 
boat, and describes her generally as Mr. Wilkinson does. 
Mr. James Salisbury also recollects her. They describe, 
particularly, the way in which she was built, and the kinds 
of lumber used in her, The screws were.made by Mr. John 
T. Jackson, and the iron work by Mr. Jonathan T. Nichols, 
now deceased, extensively known in his day as a very ingen. 
igus blacksmith. She was built near the William Eddy house 
on Eddy street. They also in stating, that she was built 
during “ the embargo.” Mr. Jeremiah Child says he was 
on board of her, and that she was built in-1808. Mr. S. S. 
Southworth saw this boat frequently; his father did some of 
the iron work for her. He says she had three masts, and 
was rigged by Mr.. Richard Marvin.: Many alterations were 
required im her machinery, but it was finally adjusted, so as 
to carry the Grand Lodge of the State from Providence to 
Pawtuxet, on the 24th day of June, 1809, which she did 
successfully. Her return was not so satisfactory. She met 
with a severe thunder squall on her passage back, and having 
no keel, was driven. to the east side of the bay, on Lion shore, 
where she landed‘her passengers, with the privilege ofwalk- 
ing home. This increased the predjudices against her, and 
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she was attached by the creditors of Mr. Grieve and sold. 
The purchaser undertook to take her to Boston, but on her 
way there she was dashed against the vessel that had her in 
tow, and lost. Thus ended “The Experiment,” a boat 
propelled by a screw, built in 1808. 


In the “ First Directory of Providence; — 1824, — may be 
found: “ Grieve David, Artist, 143 Westminster street.” 

His occupation was that of a cotton ball winder an.l butten 
mould maker. 


From Evening Telegram, Nov. 13, 18:8, - The last 
nunber of the Narragansett Historical Register opens with an 
uticle upon “ The Evidences of the Mound Buillers ‘in 
Narragansett,” by the Editor, which is calculated ‘awaken, 
at least among antiduarians, a lively intercst, and for which, 
whatever may be the conclusions arrived at in regard to the 
matter, Rhode Island should be grateful; and genera ly, it is 
to said that this magazine, filling a place hitherto unoccupied 
and conducted with a zeal which brooks no impediment, is 
worthy of a much more liberal support than, we fear, it én- 
joys. Small as is our State, there is much even for Rhode 
Islanders to learn in regard to it. No one who has not essay- 
ed the investigation into a pomt of private or public history 
can at all appreciate the labor necessary for accuracy and 
completeness, while few have any idea of the misinformation 
which is current with regard to some of the more important 
epocks of our history. The “ Dorr War,” for instance, is as 
thoroughly misunderstood by the popular intelligence as so 
grave a matter could possibly be. The progress of democra- 
tic ideas which preceded and which have been consequent - 
upon it are hardly appreciated. The Register has a field as 
interesting as it may be made useful, and Mr. Arnold is en- 
ti ied to tae'co-operaticn of the public. . 3 


, 





WHO SAVED 
THE PROVIDENCE RECORDS? 


By Welcome A. Greene. 


olds HE gpratifymg result of the publication in the last 
(4), number of this magazine of the question “ What was 
c'o> the Dubertus?” seen in “The Dubertus Caught,” the 
advance sheets of which, have been thankfully received, leads 
to the propounding of the following question, which is given 
with an attempt at its solution, so far as the writer can feel : 
his way towards a result and with the hope that some one 
having greater facilities and greater abilities, may corroborate 
such conclusion or, disproving the same, may give a correct 
solution of the question. 


On Wednesday, the 29th, day of March, 1676-7 almost 
all the inhabitants of the Town of Providence had fled: to the 
Island of Rhode Island for refuge from the Indians. There 
is extant a list of twenty-seven, who “stayed and went not. 
away,” and other records show the presence of at least two 
or three more, but there could not have been more than thirty 
men, and no women and children, in tke place at that time. | 

There were two block-houses in the Town, one, the ‘ Field’ 
house, under‘the command of Captain Arthur Fenner, about 
where the Providence Institution for Savings now stands, the 
other, which tradition says, was, commanded by Capt. Roger 
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Williams; ( It seems strange to associate Roger Willams 
with military rank, but the records show that he held it. ) 
about where the fire alarm bell-tower now stands, at the head 
of Constitution hill. . 

Almost beneath this latter spot stood over-hanging the - 
Moshassuck river, the house of John Smith, the miller, who 
was also Town Clerk, and who kept in his house the Town’s 
books of record. 

On that Wednesday, the Indians appeared before the town 
with hostile intent. All other mhabitants gathered in the 
block-houses for protection, but Roger Williams, desirous of 
averting combat, left the shelter of his block-house and, went 


t quietly and peacefully but holdly forth aldne, to plead with 


Canonchet surrounded by his warriors, all in their_fiercest 
war paint, for peace. 

If ever any war had a just cause, than this one of the 
Narragansett Indians against the whites was justified, and 
Roger Williams heart must have alternately melted with pity 
and burned with indignation, at the thought of the horrible 
outrages committed on his friends, the Indians, in the few 
preceding months. 

He could not ask for peace on the ground that the Indians 
were in the wrong, and ‘his only argument was, that war was 
hopeless on their part owing to the superior numbers that the 
whites could ultimately bring avainst them. 

The reply of Canonchet was practically the death song of 
the Narragans:tt tribe. It proclaimed defiance to the whites, 
while in its latest breath declared their love for the one white 
mzn who had cver treated them henestly and lovingly. 

“ Well let them come. We are ready for them. ut as 
for you Brother Willams, you are a good man; you have 
been kind to us for years; not a hair of your head shall be 
touched.” 
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Recognizing the hopelessness of advocating with such men 
the advisability of submitting to armed wrong, Roger Will- 
iams reluctantly retired to his block-house and the Indians 
proceeded to ravage and burn the Town. It does not appear 
that: they attacked the block-houses. There is no record of 
‘any actual fight and no report of any killed or wounded, but 
all the houses in the Town except five, ( the exceptions being 
probably the houses adjacent to the block-houses, ) were burn. 
ed, among them that of John Smith, the miller and Town 
Clerk. 

While this house was burning same one, realizing the im- 
portance of saving the Town Records, entered the house and 
the roon) where the records were; arrived just in the nick of 
time, for the records were already scorched when he seized 
them, and. prevented either by fire or fear of Indians from - 
carrying them out of the door of the house, threw them from 
the window into the river, in the rear and made his own es- 
cape as best he could. 

The house burned to the ground. 

After the Indians left, the records were fished u up from the 
water, carried to Newport, and later brought back to Provi- 
dence. They have been copied, so far as their mutilated 
condition allowed it, but the originals today, in the words of 
the annalist Staples, “ bear plenary. evidence of the two-fold 
dangers they escaped and the two-fold injury they suffered.” 

It is an interesting question, who saved those records ? 

It is unneccessary to advance arguments to show that none 
of the Indians would have saved them. They were not given 
to doing that sot of thing. Neither John Smith, nor any 
resident of the house could have thrown them into the river 
before leaving the house, for had that been done they would 
not bear the marks of fire. 
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It !s equally unreasonable to suppose that any of the in- 
habitants “ cooped up” in the Fields Block-house, more than 
a mile distant, wouldd have dared the danger of passing 
through that mile of territory illumirated by burning bains 
an? houses end infested by infuriated Indians. 

It would seem that it must have been from the bl c’x-house 
of Roger Williams, not a musket shot distance but owing to 
the lay of the land, so situated that the guns of the men in - 
the house could not command the approach to the Smith 
house, that the savior of the records came. 

Further it seems probable that the saving of those records 
was the work of one man and one alone, 

Had a party of men gone to their rescue they would prob- - 
ably have found means. to secure the books and carry them 
to the block-houre instead of entrusting them to the precari- 
ous | rotection of the stream, and had there been a party of 
men engaged in the act, it is extremely improbable but what 
some one of them would have left a reccrd of it and in after 
years claimed the credit for the act. 

Who was _ the bold, fearless, modest man in the Williams 
Block-house who dared and did do that act, and never left 
recorded evidence that he claimed the credit of it-and, looking 
-at it from another point, who was the man that the Indians, 
for we must suppose many of them to be lurking around the 
burning house, would have allowed to enter and get away 
from the house with impunity. 

In my mind the conviction is strong that there was but one 
man who would an: could have done it and that man was 
Roger Williaus. 

He more than any other man in the Town would appreciate 
the importance of saving the records. He was beld enough 
to dare the dangers of attack from -#responsible Indians, 
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( from the responsible chief he had just before received the 
assurance, that not a hair of his head should be injured, ) 
from fire and mayhap from water, and we know from the 
very evidence of his self asserticn that except when a sense of 
duty called him to exhibit himself in that role. Roger Will- 
iams was one Of the most modest of men. __ : 

He never told of his good deeds for the sake of calling at- 

tention to, or claiming credit for them, and lastly, Roger 
Williams was probably the only white man in Providence, 
whom none of the Indians, at least in the presence of a chief 
or responsible head man, would have attacked. 
The explanation of this episode seems to the wfiter to be as 
follows. Williams believed to the last moment before the 
actual cammencement of the conflagration that his influence 
could at least save the Town.. It was not till the smoke and 
flames actually rolled up from Smith’s house across the brow 
of the Hill in front of the Block-house, that he realized the 
danger to the records of his beloved Town. It was then too 
late for any one, but him, to save them. He descended the 
hill, entered the house and was cutoff by the flames from 
returning. He threw the records into the river, leapt in 
afterwards and made his way to the Block house. 

If this explanation is correct it develops ro new phase of 
Roger Williams character. Too much attention has been 
given by many writers to the controversial side of his charac- 
ter, which at times s2ems to make him to be a petulant irasci- 
ble quibbling map, despite his noble aims and aspirations, 
but a careful study of his acts in private life many of which 
have but. lately been brought within the reach of the public, 
shows him to have been a man thoughtful of others more 
than himself and devoted to charity, kindness and well doing. 
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From the Sentinel- Advertiser, Nov. 29, 1°8°. — The 
July number of the Narragansett Historical Register is jus’ 
received. The publication of this interestirg magazixe has 
been somewhet hindered of late, but we are glad to s2e that 
the Editor and Publisher is again in a position to issue it 
regular y as soon as he catches up on the back numbers. The 
present number contains “ Evidences of the Mound Builbers 
in N;: rragansett,” by the Editor. an interesting article of thir- 
teen pages; a very realable cottribution on “The Pawtuxet 
Valley,” hy Noah J. Arnold; ‘The Richmond Town Records 
from 1747,to 1850,” by the Editor; “ Records of Old Smith- 
field,” by the Editor; Weleome A‘ Greene contributes a query 


as to what the “ Dubertus” was which was named in Kine 


Charles’ Charter. In addition to the above there are a num- 
ber of minor articles of historical value and Rhode Islandeis 
can hardly. fail to appreciate the work of the Editor. The 
historical notes are especially interesting. $ 2,00.a year. 
J. N. Arnold, Publisher, Providence. 


Krom the Toacis Letter, Deeembar, 1888. — The Nar 
ragansett Historical Register, edited by James N. Arnold, of 
Providence, R. 1., is devoted to the Antiquities, Genealogy 
and historical watter illustrating the history of Rhode Island, 
and is indced a historical mazazine for the people. 


The Maine Wills, — This fine volume of nearly one thou- 
sand pages gives a literal copy of each Maine Will from 1640 
to 1760. It is a deeply interesting work, and we trust to sce 
such work duplicated in other Stbtes. The value of such is 
not to be computed in merely dollars and cents.. He who 
builds such monuments does’ the world a service, and speaks 
for such men a culogy of real worthy 
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Historical Notes. 
ee 4 


By Samuel H. Allen. 


4 


The Anti-Masonic Party. — Political historians state 
that the Anti Masonic Party allied itself with the Whig Party. 
This is undoubtedly true, except in Rhode Island. That 
party nominated its first ticket. in this State in 1831. Tak- 
ing Governor Arnold from the National Republican Ticket 
and Lieutenant Governor Hazard from the Administration, 
( Democratic ) and a part of the Senators from each party, 
and some independent candidates. 

The Ticket of 1832, was straight Anti-Masonic, with 
Wilham Sprague for Governor, and there was no election. —__ 
In 1833, - 34, - 35, -— the coalition plan; Anti-Masons 
from each party. In 1836 and 1837, Governor Francis and 
the entire Republican, ( Democratic ) Ticket was endorsed, 
and the union between Democrats and Ai t'-Masons was 
complete. This accounts, in a measure, for the Democratic 

majority in Rhode Island in the autumn of 1836. 


The word Whig, — asa political party name, was first 
used by the Republican — now Democratic — party in 
Rhode Island. While the United States, as a whole, was 
strongly in favor of at Republican party and the War with 
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Great Britain; in Rhode Island, the War party was in a hope- 
less minority. The issue, in this State, was distinctively 
“ Peace or War.” : 

The Embargo, enacted by the Republicans, had greatly 
injured commerce and fell heavily upon Rhode Island, with 
its heavy commercial interests. As a result, the commercial - 
interests of this State, were arrayed almost solidly on the side 
of the “ Peace ” party. The name “ Federal,” was ignored 
by that party in Rhode Island, and the ticket was_as follows; 

Clinton, Peace and Commerce. 
For Electors. 
Christopher Fowler, of Newport. 
Willian Rhodes, of Westerly. 
Samuel G. Arnold, of Providence. 
Ephraim Bowen, of Warwick. 

The Republicans hoping to revive the anti British senti- 
ment of the country, by reviving the name of “Whig” 
which when used in ante Revolutionary days meant; opposi- 
tion to English measures adverse to the interests of the 
colonists. ‘Phe name of “ Republican,” was dropped as a 
party name in this State and the ticket WAS as follows: 

Whig Electoral Ticket. 
Benjamin Howland, of Tiverton. 
Plulip Martin, of Providence. 
Daniel Champlain, of Exeter. 
Henry Ranington, of Warwick. 


The change of name failed to revive the spirit of ’ 76, to 
an extent of making Rhode Island Anti Federal. Clinton 
and Jngersell, received 4,032, and James Madison, 2,084, 
votes; while in the ¢ntire country Madison icceived 128 and 
Oliiton Lat ¢9 Electoral votes. ae 
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Change <n the. Title of State Officers. — President, 1647 
to 1653. Governor, 1663, and present. 
D iputy President, 1647 to 1663. Duputy Governor, 1663 
to Keb. 1799. Lieutenant Governor, Feb. 1799 and present: 
General Recorder, 1647 to 1730. inialee 1730 to 1842, 
Secretary of State, 1843. and present. 
Attorney General, 1650 to 1663. General Attorney, 1663 


_ to 1743. Attomdy General, 1743 and present. 


Treasurer, 1647 to 1649. General Treasurer, 1649 and 
present. Be 

Assistant, 1647 to Feb. 1769. & iiss Feb. 1799 and’ 
present. ‘ 

Committee, 1648 to 1652 Ossie iciamen: 1652 to 1663. 
Duputy, 1663 to 1799. Representative, 1799 and present. 

Chief Judge, Feb. 1747 to 1798. Chief Justice, 1798 and 
present. 

Assistant, Judge, Feb. 1747 to 1798. Apociate Justice, 
1798 and present. 


The Presidential Electors. — In the last number of this 


magazine, we published, a list of the Electors both successful 


and unsuccessful from 1792 to 1888. Since which time the 
Election has occurred and the following vote was given for 
each Elector. 

Republican; — D. R. Brown, 21,968; Goff, 21,963; J. N. 
Brown, 21,969; Reynolds, 21,968. ; 

Democratic; — Bell, “a Metcalf, 17,526; Pond, 17516; 
Arnold, 17,525. 

National Prohibition; - Dean, 1,215; Chadsey, 1,249; 
Slade, 1,251; Money, 1,251, 


After the above list was first, placed in type; another ticket 


styled “ Union Labor,” has -been placed in the field, whose 
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Electors receive] 13 votes each. The names of: the said 
Candidates were, For President, Alson J. &treeter of Illinois‘ 
For Vice President, Charles E. Cuningham, of Arkansas; 
For Electors: ; 

‘Charles H. Sawyer, Franklin E. Burton, both of Providen-e; 
Horace F. Chester, of Hopkinton; Andrcw M. M. Mantey; of 


Providence. 


The Shanghai Ticket. — In 1853, , plen A. Wright, 


_was elected Senator from South Kingstown. The next year 


Senator Wright was not reelected, and did not support the 
regular Democratic State ‘Ticket, - if we may judge from 
the Providence Journal of 1854. - The Journal refers to 
Stephen A. Wright's ticket in the Providence Mirror, of this 
year, as the “ Shanghai Ticket.” The Ticket was headed 
“ Independent Democratic,” and displayed a rooster. 

The Shanghat fowl had been lately intreduced into the 
State, hense the political wits made a pun of the word in tis 
connection. The affair grew out of one of the ward caucus’s 
in Providence between the friends of Lycurgus Sayles aid 
Welcome B. Sayles, ( anti Potter and Potter ) as to which-of 
these two gentlemen should be the delegate to the Democratic 
State Conventin. With character:stic energy te for ner 
gentleman bolted the regular Democratic ticket and forne La 
coalition with Stephen A. Wright and others and brought 
out this ticket which received about two hundred votes. 

Mr. Wright was first nominated for Lieutenant Governor, 
but declined the honor. 

The candidates on this ticket were: : 

For Governor, Elbridge G. Faxon, of Smithfield. 

For Lieut, Governor, Gecrze L. Hazard, of So. Kingstown. 

For See. of State, George L, Dana, of Cumberland. 

For Ati. General, Horace A. Manchester, of Providence. 

For Gen. Treasurer, Edsvin Wilbur, of Newport. 
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The following article copied from the Narragens: {{ Chief of 
Feb. 4, 1843, may interest: some student of. Rhede Island 
history. 

“The following are among the Democracy who are firm 
supporters of Law and Order, who were denounced by the 
Radical Convention as having forfieted all claims to demo- 
‘eracy in this Etate and throughout the Union. They are 
what the Herald calls “ Renegade Democrats.” 


James Fenner, “ohn Brown Francis, Elisha Mathewson, 
Nithan Frown, Nathan B. Sprague, Daniel Mathewson, 
William C. G.bbs, Thomas T. Hazard, Nathaniel Bullock, 
Joseph M. Blake, Elisha R. Potter, Stephen Branch, 
David Durfee, Richard Bullock, William R. Staples, 
Job Durfee, A- B. Dike, William E. Clarke. James Y. Smith, 
Josiah Westcott, Daniel Howard, ‘Jesse Howard, . 
Benjamin F. Remington, Nathamel B. Durfee, Samuel W. 
Rose, John G. Sheffield,. Stephen Steere, Job Randall, 
Audrew A. Ang: ll, George Dawley, Benjamin R. Hoxsie, 
James B. M. Potter, Amos Collins, Ira Wood, William A. 
Potter, Levi Eddy, Clark Walling, Nathaniel Searle, 
Charles F. Searle, Samuel Phillips, James Sheldon, 
Edward Hull, Asa Church Jr. John C. Reynolds. 


The above list includes the names of nearly every promi- 
nent Demociat in the State who took side with the Law and 
Order,or Rhode Island Party, after the Dorr controversy. 


A meeting of the Rhode Island Party, was held at East 
Greenwich, on the 23, of February, 1843. The meeting was 
called to order by Gideon Spencer, of Warwick, and the 
following officers were chosen: 














<a ene en A ERI 


EPs 


pees 
* 





IE, DES LOL OEE 


ee 


402 THE NALRAGAXNSEIT HISTCRICAL KECISTER. ’ 


President, John James, of West Greeawich; Vice Presidents, 
John Greene, Benjamin F. Remington, of Warwick; William 
G. Weaver, Ezra Pollard, of East Greenwich; Benjamin R. 
Hoxsie, Gideon Greene, of West Greenwich; Nathan Whaley, 


‘Peleg Wilbour, of Coventry: Secretaries, Jeremiah S. Slocum 


-and William D. Brayton. 


Addresses were delivered by Wilkins Updike, of South 
Kingstown, Judge Stephen Branch, of Providence, and Gen- 
eral A. C. Greene, of East Greenwich. 

A meetirg of the Rhode Island Party, was held at Kings- 
ton, March 2, 18243 The meeting was called to order by 
Wilkirs Updike and the following officers were elected. 

President, Elisha R. Potter; Vice Presidents, Edward Barber, 


Gideon Palmer, of Hopkinton; Oliver D. Wells,~ Stephen 


Smith, Jr., of Westerly; Jonathan Reynalds, John R. Greene, 


_of North Kingstown; Robert F. Noyes, William H. Hazard, 


of South Kimestown; John Foster, George A. Stanton, of 
Charlestown; Robert Gardner, Thomas J. Hazard, of Exeter; 


Daniel Clarke, Ehas ‘Tanner, of Richmond: Secretaries, 


Matthew Waite, Sylvester G. Sherman, and Carder Hazard. 

In an address before this Convention, Judge Branch said, 
« Parties are now divided between ‘ Algerines ’ and ¢ Arabs.’ 
These names are appropriate if used together. The Algerines 
were the occupants of the city of Algeis, a civilized people 
tompared with their roving neighbors, the Arabs who lived 
in the outskiris and upon the deserts, and when hard pushed 
made a pounce upon the city, or attacked the caravans with 
which they chanced to fallin with. “Our Arabs outrage ail 
Jaw, and if their doctrmes become popular would induce a 
state of things which must break down all government both 
Sate and National.” 














EDITORIAL NOTES. 


— With this rumber o* the Register it closes its Sixth volume. 
It makes a fine work of more than four. hundred and thirty 
pages. Thé Editor flatters himself, that no true historical 
scholar can look upon these pages without becoming convinc- 
ed that an energetic and persistent effort has been made to 
collect, collate and publish our State history. That the Reg- 
ister has been so far maintained at great disadvantages and 
impediments, and against great and intensely selfish interests - 
has been long known to its friends. So formidable has heen 
this opposition, that were it. not for a few noble hearted and 
generous citizens the’ fate of the Register would have been 
sealed long since. These noble-men are determined that the — 
Register shal] live. They have so far shown their good in- 
tentions as to provide a ‘press and type and the Editor has 
done his own press-work and composition on this volume. 
The Register would urge upon its friends, the necessity of 
a firm and united co-operation with us in making. the work 
what it should be. Therefore will our patrons see to it that 
their subscription is now handed in. Will they see to it that 
new names are added to the list. and will they contribute 
extra in order that the Register may the better fulfill its 
mission. The Editor is grateful for all the past favors and 
piitronage he has received, and he will strive to the best of 
his ability to continue to merit them in the future. oa 


The Register has already in hand and more are promised, 
of several historical papers of decided merit. Should Volume 
Seven be published, (of which now there are very strong 
prospects of being accomplished, ) there will ‘be articles of 
such worth that will make the volume as interesting and of 
as much value to the scholar, as any of its predecessors, and 
as much better as it is in the power of the Editor to make it. 
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The Dedham Records, — of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
now before us is a fine volume and bespeaks the lively interest 
taken in these subjects by the scholars of this ancient town. 
The projectors of this work have built well. As the years 
pass away the great value of this work will be seen and fully 
appreciated. 


The Editor i is in strong eos of being able to resume the 
uticles on Pre-historic Rhode Island at an early day in the 
future. We have several interesting questions relating to 
this interestng matter which we would like to take up. A 
part of these should be illustrated. As soon as we can bring 
this about we shall be most happy to lay. the same before the 
readers of the Rocister. om 

A new feature of the Register for 1889, will be, a list of 
the Rhode Island State and Town Officers from 1636 to the 
“present, and we shall commence with the State Assistants and 
Senators.- These papers have cost an immense amount of 
time to collect and virify, and will, when pri.t:d prove of 
vreat value unto all those who will accasion to consult the 
‘list that has been so carefully prepared by Judge Allen. 








The Editor is perfecting plans by which he ‘trusts to very 
much improve the appearance of the Register for 1889. The 
patrons of this magazine can rest sure, that 1 in the future, as 

“an the past, no efforts will be spared on the part of the Editor 
to make the Register all that the most ardent friends would 
desire. The Editor would respectfully urge upon its patrons 
and friends'the great importance of keeping us supplied with 
funds and urging their friends to jom with them in its support. 
Will they see to it that our list is doubled in the year 1&89. 


The Fditor regrets that several interesting notes have been _ 
crowded out of this number that were intended to have a , 
"place in it but he trust they will find a place in an early num-- 
ber of the new volume. 














